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Somewhat Relating to 


Church-Government, 


Neceſſicy, Uſefulneſs, and Bleſſed EffeRs of the True 


Church-Government, is here and there hinted at ; and This clear- 
ly manifeſted, 

That the Authority and Power of Chriſt's Spirit in bis Church, is 
ns Uſurped or Anti-chriſtian Authority, nor contrary to the Tius 
Light and Liberty of any Particular Member ; but a Cheriſher 
and Preſerver of it. 


ALSO 


REMARKS 


upon ſome Paſlages in a late Book, Encituled, 
Anti:chult's Transfozmations within, diſcovered by 
the Light within. 


Wherein the Anti-chriftian Transformer is made manifeſt, and the Zi, ht 
within cleared from his falſe Imputations and Pretences to it. 


To which is added, Some 


Miſ-repreſentations 


Of Me concerning ( hurch-Government, Cleared; and the Power 
and Authority of God's Spirit, in Governing his Church, Te- 
_ Rifyed to. 


Written in Obedience to Him that is True, who bath given a certain Teftimon T; 
againſt him that # Falſe, to very many in this his Day ; and among others, 
zo Me alſo, whom he hath pleaſed to gather and own amons his Children 
and Servants in Truth, ; 


Tlaac Penington. 


— ni, 


Wo unto the World, becauſe of Offences; for it muſt needs be, that Offences come : But 
Wo to that Man, by whom the Offence cometh! Matth. 18, 7. 

For there muſt be alſo Hereſies among you; that they which are approved, may be made 

manifeſt among you, 1 Cor. 11, 19. 

Alſo, of your own ſelves ſhall 2ſen ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples 
after them, ACt, 20. 30. | 

For not he that Commendeth himſelf, is approved; but whom the Lord Commendeth, 
2 Cor, 10. 18, 
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The PRE FACE. 


FF hath pleaſed God, in theſe our Dayes, to cauſe his true Light to ſhine forth on: 
of Darkzeſs, O everlaſtingly Bleſſed be his Name! He hath laid the Foundaticn 
of Life in many Hearts, and gathered his once deſolate People into Families and Churches, 
and bath been with them, and is with them, dwelling among them, preſerving them, buildir's 
#p Sion more and more, and cauſmig bis Glory more and more to appear therein, The 
Living God hath made us a lwoing People, ard honaureth us with his living pre- 
ſence, and with the daily Manifeſtations of his pure Power, Oh Glory,Glory is ſound- 
ed to him, in his own ſpringing life, in the hearts of bis Children, day by day. 

But the Enemy of God and his appearance, bath wrought againſt his Power and Work, 
many wayes, and bath endeavoured to ſtop the gathering ro the Light and the build- 
ing up, not only by outward force, but alſo by all the devices and Myſterious work- 
ings he could invent, But bleſſed be the Lord, who hath appeared againſt them all, 
and preſerved his remnant from them all, though ſome that have not watched and 
lain low, but being ſoaring high, in that part where the ſuare is laid and takes, have 
ſtumbled and fallen, Tet truth ſtands, and the gathering in the truth ſtands ; and 
the Life which God hath raiſed, and to which be hath given Dominion reigns, and 
much is ſubdued, and the Lord is going on to ſubdue more and more under it dai- 
ly, in the hearts of ſuch as ſenſibly and Livingly, and not notionally and in a dead 
formal way, wait upon him and worſhip him. 

Now, the ſoreſt and moit miſchievons way of oppoſing Truth, is by pretending to 
it, Who could more advantageouſly er readily betray Chriſt, than an Apoſtle of Chriſt? 
And who can be fitter to undermine the Light, than be who #n word: cries it up ; and yes is 
departed from it, and ſecretly fights againſt it, and would bring forth, propagate and 
ſet up an hideous, monſtrous, compreheuſive kind of Knowledg (which 1s contrary to 
it, and cannot conſiſt with it ) in the Name of »t? 

Ah, that this perſon, who now appears againſt the Truth, and the Church and Mia 
niſtry which is in and of the Truth, were but what he pretends to be! For then [ 
ſho gladly have received his Teſtimony, and not have been thus neceſſitated to ap- 
pear againſt bis Spirit, and the dark work, and Teſtimonies thereof. He ſaith, there 
are two Chriſts, both the true Chriſt and Antichriſt, I confeſs his work comes from 
one of them, even Anti-chriſt, who would deſtroy Chriſt's Work, Kingdom, and Building, 
and the Mimſtry which he makes nſe of, both to plant, water, and build up: But not 
from that Chriſt who hath gathered a Church to himſelf, and is with the Church which 
he hath gathered, and bleſſeth the Church which be hath gathered, and owneth them in 
their Aſſemblings, and in their Muniſtring : Which Owning and Teſtimony will ſtand ; 
when the Diſowning, and falſe Teſtimonies of all theſe falſe Apoſtate Spirits will fall, 
and end in their own Sorrow and Miſery. 

What 1 have here written, 1 bave written in an holy Conſtraint, in the opening and 
feeling Life of Truth, with true Love to Souls; yea, even of this very Perſon, who 
3s erred ſo exceedingly from the Holy Light and Spirit, and its Holy Teſtimony, and 
would fain exalt his critical Cottceits and Notions, above the plain Teſtimony and E- 
vidence of Truth, in the Hearts of God's Choſen Ones, | | 

The Lord. bring down the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and exalt his own Kingdom in 
the Hearts of the Children of Aen more: and more; and add to his Church, and 
keep them in that which will never ſuffer them to depart from it ; or to teſtify againſt 
the Life, and Power, and Preſence of the Lord, manifeſted, dwelling, and rulmg in 
*. Amen. -ts | 
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REMARKS upon ſome Paſſages in a late Book 
Entituled, Anti-chriſt”s Transformations Within, &c. 


any Rule, Power, Dominton, Government, or Authority, either given or Com- 
mitted to him from the Lord; as pertaining to the Conſcience, mm things reld- 
ting to the Worſhip of God; 


Remark,, God ſent Chriſt into the World, and he gave him Power and Auto- 
rity in his Name to do whatever he required of him, And Chriſt ſends his Ser- 
vants and Miniſters into the World, as Sheep among Wolves, and he gives them 
Power and Authority to do what ever he-requires of them, and which he expeRts 
from them, and would have done by them, And their work relates to the Con- 
ſcience and to the Worſhip of God z and their Power and Authority extends thither, 
where their work lies. are Embaſſadours of Chriſt, and they have Power and 
Authority in Chrifts ſtead to beſcech men to be reconciled to God. For as Chriſt came 
in his Fathers name, to fulfil the work which the Father gave him to do: ſo they come 
in Chrifts name, to fulfil the work which he gives them to do, They have Power to feed 
the Flock, they have Power to watch over them, they have power to build vp in that 
which is good, and they have Power and Authority to teſtify againſt and hammer 
down that which is'evil; they have power to reprove, they have Power and Autho- 
rity to viſit with a Spirit of Meckneſs, and Power to come with Gods Rod, yea 
t wy Fog Sword, = to ſmite —_ it which _— "*_ againſt = Tk _ 

he Li i ici way and work of the Lord, and ho . 
nog « got Foxy pry bn So ore thank 

That Chriſt hath ſent forth his Servants, his Miniſters, his Embaſſadours, about 
things relating to the Conſcience, is ſo manifeſt, that it cannot be denied, but that 
he hath ſent forth with Power and Authority in things pertaining to the Con- 
ſcience, relating to the worſhip of God ; That this man denjes; but all that have 
received the Truth, hold che Truth, and keep the Truth, cannot but acknowledge 


K. 

Now the reafon he gives, why be denies an any Rule, Power, Dominion, Go 
vernment or Anthority, either given or Committed to him from the Lord, as pertaingr, 
ro the conſcience, in things relating to the Worſhip of God, is becauſe it belongeth - 
Chriſt the Light, the inviſible Power which dwells in men and Women, &c. 


T*: firſt thing that I ſhall obſerve, is, That he doth deny, that Man hath 
\ 


Rem; All Power in Heaven and carth was given to Chrift, and belongs to him 
that is freely granted, But the. queſtion is, whether he hath not given of this 
Power to his Children, and his Servants and Miniſters, as his Father gave of it 
unto him ? Doth not he give Power to as many as. believe in his Name, t6 become 
Sons of God ? Did not he. make his Apoſtles able Miniſters of the New Covenant, 
in the Spirit and Power which he gave them? Alt Power is given the in Heaven 
and in Earth, ſaid Chriſt, 2ferth. 28..18. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
&c. v. 19. But wait at.er»ſelem for the. Power firſt, 4.1, 8, So-when the Pow- 
cr came upon them, it led them. forth in their work, and they had Power co gather, 
and Power to bujld up,' and Power to govern and watch. over the Flock of God, 
over which the Holy-Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, A#. 20. 28, And Pani ſpeaks 
of the Power the Lord had given him to uſe ——_— even againſt thoſe in thar 
Church of Corinth, who would not be ſubject to him in that which he had received 
from the Lord, 2 Cor, 13. 10. But this Power was to Edification, but not to De- 
firriftion; For though he had Power from Chriſt the Lord, and did by that Spirit and 
in that Power deliver Hymenews and Alexander unto Satan; yet it was not —_ 

U 
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ſhould be deflroyed by the Devil, but by fecling themſelves cur of the Trath, and ut: 
der the Dominion of a wrong Spirit; they might come to true ſenſe and uncerſtanding, 
and learn not to blaſpheme the Truth, nor the dignities whom God hath made 
honourable in- the Truth, 1 Tim+ 1,20. And not the Apoſtle only, but the Church 
of Corinth had a ſhare in the fame Power; and therefore the Apoſtle, knowing 
what was given and committed to them, exhorts them, that in the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, when they. were gathered together, and his Spirit with the 
Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 'to deliver ſuch an” one to Saran, But this was 
not for DeſtruQtion, to deſtroy the Soul; but to bring it back into a ſtate of 
Edification and Salvation, which now, by departing from the Truth, it was gonc 
from. It was indeed for the-Deftrition of. the Fleſh, but not of the Spi- 
rit; but that the Spirit might be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, 1 Cor. F. 
42 5 | 


Secondly, The next thing I ſhall obſerve is this, he ſaith, There is no Glory to be 
given to man, although he be born of the Light. 


Rem, That Glory and Honour is to be given to Man, which God gives to Man, 
who hath ſaid, Them that Honour me, Þ will Honour; and they that Deſpiſe me, 
all be lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. He that brings his Deeds to the Light, they 
ing Juſtified and approved there, he hath Honour in the Light, His deeds 
being made manifeſt that they are wrought in God, that is Honour enough tor 
him, John ;. 21. The Children of Light ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immor- 
tality, and Eternal Life ; and that Glory and Honour they have, and Eternal Life 
from God, Rom. 2. 7, They ſeek not the Honour that is from Men, but the Ho- 
pou that cometh from God only, Fobn 5. 44. the Honour in the Truth, in the 
ſe, in the Power, which God gives them in the hearts of all that are truly ſen(i- 
ble and living. For Honouring the Lord and his Truth, how can I but Honour 
thoſe that are Honourable jn his eye, and who'are Glorious in his Truth? For 
indeed the Children of Light, the tender, the humble, the contrite and broken- hear- 
ted ones are Glorious in his eye; and the Lord doth exalt them in due time: for 
after the true Humility, and in the crue. Humility, chey come to partake of the 
true Honour, 1 Pet, 5. 5,6. And ſo every true Few, every true Servant, every 
Faithful Steward, every true Miniſter; that is faithful in the uſe: of his Gift and 
Talent, hath praiſe of God, Rom: 12: 29.8 they that are of God, honour thoſe whom 
God honours, - glorifying the Lord for them and honovring them in the Lord 
2 Cor, 8, 18. O how could this man fay, there is'no Glory to be given to man, 
though he be born of the Light, when as the Kings Daughter is all glerious within, 
and man in that Birth is nothing but Glorious in the eye of the Lord, Man, hav- 
ing finned, fell ſhort of the Glory of God: but coming out of fin, cometh into 
the Glory again, and is daily more and more changed into the Glorious Image of 
the Son, from Glory to Glory, &c. 2 Cor. 3.18. The aim of God is to bring 
tnany Sons to Glory, Heb. 2. 10. and as they 'come out of Darkneſs and Sin 
into Light and Holineſs, they come into the Glory, and are in the Glory. ls 
it not their Glory, in the Lord and in his Light, to be owned and acknowledged 
by them that are one with them in the ſame light? They who love God and 
Honour God, cannot but love them and honour them who are begotten by him 
and who are in an eſpecial manner made uſe of by him in his ſervice, for the Good 
of ſouls, and for the preſervation and building vp of the Church, The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of double Honour to be given to the Efders that Rule well, eſpecially 
ey who labour in the Word and Doctrine, and would (from the Spirit of God) 
have them counted worthy of it, 1 Ti”. 5. 17, How fatis this man from the Apoſt- 
les mind, who would have no glory given to any man, nonot to the Children of Light, 
nor Miniſters in the Light, who in the Apoſiles daies were the Glory of Chrid ? 
2 Cor. $8. 23. Yea the juſt that live by Faith in Chriſt, and are gathered by him 
out of Saran: Kingdom, into. his ſpiritual Kingdom, and walk in the Light,” as 
God is in the Light ; there Light doth fhine in them, and they do ſhine as the Sun 
in the Firmamenr, and they that are honoured by the Lord to turn many-.to Righ- 


B teouſrie's, 


(6) 
teouſneſs; do ſhine as Stars: and though one Star differs ſrom another in glory ; 
yet all that come into the true Nature Heavenly Image of the Son, do come intd 
a meaſure of the true glory; and have ſome of given them, which God 
gave Chriſt; and in that are glorious, partaking of his Spirit, Rinpgdom, Power 
and Holy Dominion over Sin and Satan, all which is truly glorious, Fob. 17. 22, 


Thirdly, The third thing 1 ſhall obſerve is. this, he ſaith, All 5s ro be given pp 
Chriſt the light in man, unto whom alone it doth tbelong, who 15 the rue Miniſter, and 
hath power «n himſelf to teach ail the Sons and Daughters of Men, &c. 


Rem, That Chriſt is the true Miniſter, that is nvt denied: but doth not Chrift, 
who is the true Miniſter in the Power of the endleſs life, ſend forth Diſciples and 
Embaſſadours in the ſame power, and make them through his Spirit and Powerable 
Miniſters of the New Teftament? and they that hear them, do they not hear 
Chriſt? and they- that deſpiſe or deny them, do they not deſpiſe or deny Chriſt ? 
And doth not Chriſt ſay to the ſeventy Diſciples, He that bearerh you, breartth me : 
and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me : and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 
ſent me ? Luk. 10. 16, It is Antichriſt that ſo vainly-pretends to ſet vp Chriſt, or 
this Light, or Spirit or Power; as to deny thofe that are ſent of him, and Mini- 
ſter in his name. As man is in the fall, he is corrupt, and his works arc out 
of God, and he is there to be denied, ceaſed” from and not attounted of: but in 
the reſtoration, in union and fellowſhip with the Lord, he is a worker together 
with God, and is there to be owned, and hath a ſhare in Miniftring out of the hea- 
venly treaſure that dwells in him. $6 Chriſt was the great Miniſter, who had the 
fulnefs ; and they that have gifts from him ſor the Work of the Miniftry, and who 
Minifter in and from the 2 and-in that are able and faithful, are eftecmed and 
accounted as Miniſters by him. So faith the Apoſtle, As every man hath rectived 
the gift, even ſo Adinifter the ſame one. to another, 4s good ſtewards of the manifold 

es of God. If any Man ſpeak, | let him ſpeak ' as the Oracles of God; If any 
Man Miniſter, let bim do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God im al 
things may Method teat Poſe Cbenf, 15 whewbe Prof and Domimion for ever 
and ever, Amen; 1 Pet. 4. 10,11. And Pal faith he was made a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, according to the gife of the grace of God'given unto him, by the effeQu- 
al ing of his Power, . 3- 7. Now the gift is given, not to thoſe that 
are wiſe aſter the fleſh ( that wiſdom” be broken: } bot to ſuch as are 
Mean, Poor, Weak, Low, or ſome way or other contemptible inthe eye of mans 
Wiſdom, and caſy to be diſregarded and deſpiſed by -men. Yet it is hard to de- 
ſpiſe the man whom God ſends, without de ling his gift in them; and the giſt 
cannot be deſpiſed or rejeed, without deſpifing or rejeQting him. that gave it, as 
the Apoſtle told the, Church of the Theſſalonians, he that deſpiſed or rejeQed, de- 
- wr or rejeted not man, but God (who gives-his holy Spirit to them whom he 
ends forth to Miniſter in his Name) 1 Theſ:'4. 8. He had been befeeching and 
exhorting the Brethren, by the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that as they had received of 
them, how they ought to walk,” and 'to pleaſe God ; ſo they would aboond more 
and more, For ye know, ſaid he, what Commandments we gave you by the Lord Fe- 
ſe: Chriſt. Mark, the Apoſtle did not only turn them to the wort of Life and Power 
in themſelves ; but did give them Commandments from the word of life in him, 
and they received of them whom Chrift ſet forth, how they ought ro walk, &c. 
v. 1,2. And life hath not loſt any of its Authority ; but the-power may teach and 
command others, through any veſſel when it pleafeth : and they that are the true 
ſheep, know the voice of the true Shepherd, ſpeaking either in their own hearts, 
or through any other Inſtrument unto them. And the voice of Wiſdom in any, is 
in every age ftill heard and juſtified of her Children; and he that is of God, hea- 
reth his voice, in thoſe whom he ſends in this age, as well as in former apes : and 
he that is not of God, heareth not his voice: and hereby the Spirit of Truth and Spirit 
of Errour is known in this, as well as it former ages, 1 7oh. 4. 6. 


Foxrthly, The Fourth Paſſage 1 ſhall take notice of, are theſe werds, —_— 
ſaith 


00 
Caith he, whoſorver duh Exale, Chrift the Eioht, who is the true Ar ifter, befere 
themſelves, by Chriſt the Light within ſoul” ofe be Exdlred, 


Rem, This is very different from what. werit b*fore : for before he denied all 
Glory and Exaltarion at all ro man, although he be born of the Light. Here he 
ſpeaks of Exalting Chriſt, the grue Miniſter, before themſelves, which doubtleſs 
every true Minifter and every Child of Light cannot but do: and kerein- he con- 
felſeth they ſhalt be Exalted by Chriſt the Light. Then Glory is given to thetn, 
and he that ſees them thus Exalted by the Light, cannot but eſteem as ſo Ho- 
nouted and Exalted by Chrift, and give them that Glory which Chriſt hath given 
them. An happy would it be with this man, could he ſee the true Church, 
which God hath brought out of the Wilderneſs, and beantified, and Gloriouſly 
built up to a grear height; and the Elders and Miniſters whom he preſerveth, and 
is with, and makes uſe of in his ſervice, and give them in his heart the Honour and 
Glory. which God. hath Glorified them with, But that he cannot do, till he come 
out of Babyler, and out of that dark and conivſed Spirit, wherein he wrote theſe 
things, into that Light and Holy Spirit of truth, which diſcovers what they are, 
(to thoſe that are in the Truth) and condemns the Ground and Root out of which 


they ſprang. | 


Fifthly, The next thing to be obſerved by me is this, He /ayeth it down, 4; 
his Tudgment, Faith and Belief, that whatever is written to the Churches, ought 
to be written from God's infallible Spirit, and the word of Eternal Life ; whercin 
t am one with him : for what ood can ay thing do the Living, but what comes 
from Life, and from God's infallible Spitit, which alone is able rightly to exhort, 
adviſe, admoniſh, warn and build up the Spiritval? But his inference therevp- 
on, is that which is before me to take notice of, Wherefore, ſaith he, your p4- 
per to the Churches, is not to be owned by the Charches, in as nitch as it was wrieten 
from a ſight, or a ſinſe, and from the ſenſible part, and nor in and from the Spir:t 


of Revelation. 


Rem, God hath, in his holy Clinrch and Living People, opened the eye that 
was once blind,” and daily inoiriterh that eye, giving a true iight, and in the ſpring. 
ings of Life giveth a true ſenſe ; and that whittr giveth this, is the Spirit of Re- 
velation: and what is writ in this Sight and Senſe, is writ from the Spirit cf Re. 
velation, And the called People of the Lord wait upon the Lord, that they may 
be kept in this Sight, Senſe, and Spirit, ir} hat they co not at all times; -byr 
more eſpecially, when they confider of things relating to the Churches, even to 
the welfare, holy order and peace thereof; thar God's Spitit may have its ſcope 
every where, and nothing elſe have place in the Churches of Chriſt. And though 
every one be not an eye and ear-witneſs, of what is to be conſidered of for the 
good of the Churches; yet every one waits to feel things itt the openings, ſpring- 
ing Life, and in that to ſpeak, conſider or write, I have often ſeen the carrj- 
age of things aſter this manner, to the joy of my heart, and: cauſing of my ſoul 
Livingly to bleſs the Lord for it; and therefore may I, yea ought | now thus to 
ſpeak; this teſtimony, which the Lord hath vingly given me, being at this time 
required of me. O that men knew the ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity of ovr Spirits, 
2 on the Lord, in our conſidering things relating to his Church; and how we 
xetire out of mans wiſdom (affeQtionate part and comprehending part, as he ſpeaks) 
to feel the ſpringing Life, and God*s holy guidance there ? and kow the Lord 
doth ſatisfy and bleſs us with it: ſo that we can fay, in truth and vprightneſs 
of heart, not we (as men) of our ſelves do things on truths account ; but he 
pn whoſe ſhoulders. God hath laid the Government, rules 290d reigns among ys; 
and things are ordered by his Councel and wiſdotn, to his praife. And the peace 
and comfort of God's Spirit, remaines with us, in the midſt of all the reptoaches 
and 'oppeſitions we met with, from that Evil Spirit which envicth and oppoſeth 
us many wayes. This one word more is with me, as to this particylar, God hath 
given believers, his Church, ſefiſcs eXercifed"to diffeth both bod atd cvil A and 
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thoſe ſenſes are not without the true Life and Spirit, and evety motion and action 
of them is in that Life, and in that. Spirit _. ..... \ 

And whereas he further ſaith, Whatſoever 5s written, declared, or piven forth in 
the ſight, or in the ſenſe or from" the. ſenſible part, 1it is not to he At t for the ſen- 
ſible part is that which hath been in the tranſgreſſion with the Woman, &c. 


Rem, Herein he is greatly miſtaken : for friends in truth do not ſpeak, or write, 
or admoniſh, or reprove, or give warning from that part ; but from. the Sight and 
Senſe which God gives to his own:Birth: and it-is the Spirit of Gad that gives 
both the Sight and Senſe, and ſpeaks through them ; and thoſe whoſe cars' ate 
Circumciſed and opened, know the voice, and give Glory to God, and are obc- 
dient to his Spirit, when it gives advice and warning through any ; which' thoſe 
mol yo in the comprehending part, and conſider and judg in that, cannot have the 
cnſe of, 


Sixthly, He ſaith, Antichriſt will bring a Vail over the underſtanding of Men and 
Women, and yet they for the preſent cannot perceive it. 


Rem, This is very true, I would he and others, who are Vailed by Atitichriſt, 
did ſee it; for then he would not eſteem thoſe Vailed, whom the Lord hath 
unvailed, nor attribute theſe ſayings of his, and,this his book, to the Light with- 
in, which thoſe whom the. Lord hath unvailed and keepeth unvailed, in his pure 
Spirit and quickening Life, know to have come from the darkneſs within, and 
not from the true Light: but the true eye, in the truly Living, ſees through 
it, and hath no union with it ; but returns it back thither, from whence it came. 
O how deeply doth Antichriſt blind and deceive men; that that which is their 
own. ſtate, they cannot ſee to be ſo! . but apply it to others, whoſe ſtate it js 
not, and ſo Juſtify themſelves in that wherein God Condemns them, and con. 
demn others in that wherein God Juſtificth them! This is ſad work, and wil 
have a ſad Iſſue! 


Seventhly, He ſaith, There 5s, an inviſible Woman in every viſible man, and there 
3s an inviſible man in every viſible Woman, and the man Chriſt Feſus, who is the 
Light of the World, he is m them both, &c. 


Rem. Is not he now in the Notional and comprehending part, mudling himſelf 
and others (whoſe cars are open to him ) aboot a Woman in a man, and a 
man in a woman, and Chriſt in both? Whereas Truth is a plain thing ; Which 
they that come to feel and abide in, feel and witneſs redemption, and preſerva- 
tion out of the comprehending part, and the dead notional knowledg thereof. 


Eightly, He faith, He doth not own the Judgment and Opinion of thoſe miniſters, 
nor jet their ſuperiority, who ſay, He that is not juſtified by the witneſs of God in friends, 
3s condemned by -it mm himſelf. 


Rem, 1 ſhall riot now argue that there are true Miniſters, and that there is 
a true ſuperiority (ſome being greater and ſome leſs in the Covenant and Life 
of Truth.) which every one that heareth and learneth of the Father, and ſo is 
taught of God, will own : but te the thing it ſelf. The witneſs of God is but 
one in all, and it condemns nothing,, but what is not of God ; and what his wit- 
neſs in another condemns in me, his witneſs in me (when ever it ariſcth and ſpeak« 
eth in me, concerning that thing) cannot but condemn alſo, 


lt is true, as he ſaith, that 7ſfsfication is by Chriſt alone, whois the head in eve- 
ry member, Gc, 


Rem, But Chriſt is in other members alſo, as well as in one: andhis Life hate 


Power to judg and condemn; and it judgeth and condemneth no where, _ —_ 
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which is to be judged and condemned. So that wherever Chriſt's Life in any 
judgeth & condemneth any thing, that is judged & condemned by Chriſt, And. the 
Saints have Power and Authority in Chriſt, not only to judg and condemn the World, 
but alſo to judg and condemn fallen Angels and Spirits. To what end are they 
bid.ro try the Spirits, if after they have tryed them, they may not judg and 
condemn, what they find Life and Truth judging and condemning ? 


Nimthbly, He excepts againſt that paſſage in friends Paper ( as he recites it) 
that none are to Miniſter, but thoſe that are vecouciled to the Church, and have the Ap= 


probation of the Elders, 


Rem, What is the end of Miniſtring, but to gather out of the World into the 
Church, or to build up the Church? and are they fit to do either, who are noc 
reconciled to th: Church? or whom the Spirit, Life and Power in the Church 


and Elders hath not unity with ? 


He further ſaith , that God was in Chriſt, Reconciling the World unto kimfelf, and 
not to the Church (ſaith he) he remembers no ſuch Scripture, 


Rem, God added to the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, and were they not 
reconciled-to it, before they were added? And Chrift ſaid, concerning that Bro- 
ther that would not hear the Church, that he ſhould be looked upon as an Hea- 
then or a Publican: and are ſuch as will not be reconciled to the Church, nor 
hear it, allowed by God to Miniſter, cither to gather into the Church, or to 
build up in it? and ſurely it cannot be. There can be no true Miniſtring out of 
the Life and Spirit of the Body, or Churchthat is in God. And all ſuch as have 
thus gone out from God in whom the Church is, have Minifſtred againſt the Life, 
Spirit and Power, but not init: but in Antichriſts Spirit and Power, and againſt 


the Truth, 


Tenthly. He faith, Chriſt the Light within, will not give his Power and Auth9- 
rity out of his own hand to any man or men: for wito him alone is all judgment ut 
Heaven and .in Earth committed in matters of Conſcience. 


Rem. Is Chriſts Power given out of his hands, when his Life and /p:rie in one 
Judgeth concerning that which is evil and out of the Truth in another ? Doth 
not the ſpiricual man judg all things? Doth not Chriſt teach and enable him f 
to do? Is there not ſuch a gift of his to diſcern ſo5rirs? Cannot the ear that is 
Circumciſed and kept open by the Lord, caſt ſpeeches and aftions, and diſcern 
when they are out of the Life, and whenin the Life ? and doth he give the Pow- 
er and Authority out of his 'own hands, 'in enabling them ſo to do? What dark 
expreſſions are theſe, and deal too; not ſo much as literally true, 


Eleventhl;, He ſaith, Chriſt the Light within is able to break, and he is alſo able 
to bind up that which he bath broken, and to heal that which he hath wounded, &c, 


Rem. And bath not Chriſt put a ſpiric#a! rod and ſword into. the hands of his 
Church. and Miniſtry, with which to ſmite and wound, as his ſpirit guides and 
leads them? Have they not Power both to bind and looſe as Chriſt faith? And 
is not this a wounding and healing virzue and Power; After Chri(t had ſaid , Te{ 
the Church : but if he negleft to bear the Church, let him be unto thee as an Hea- 
then man or 4 Publican ;, doth he not immediately add, verily I ſay unto you, what- 
ſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven: and whatſoever ſhall be looſ- 
ed on Earth, (hall be looſed in Heaven? Mat. 18. 17; 18, Is not this Power and 
Authority neceſſary to the true Church? what, a Church, and not have Power 
over her own members; but every one left, to the diftates of what they ſhall 
call the Lighe-within, and not be ſubjeR to the judgment of the true Light, ſpiric 


and Power of Chriſt the head in the Living Body ? What a Church were this ? 
|; CG a mee, 


— —— 
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« frieer Babcl, an heap of confuſion, a Body that would never be at unity in it 
ſelf. But God is the Gdd of the order of his own Spirit, Life and Power ; and 
not of ſuch confuſion, This Doftrine may gb for truth in Babylon, but can ne- 
ver be owned in Gods Feruſalem, where his Spirit did build up and defends the 
Buildings, and judgeth out all ſuch ſandy and windy DoCctrines, which are looſe 
and airy, and have not a ground or bottom in the Truth. 


Twelfthly, He ſaith, Theres fallibility attends all thoſe, who are Regenerated, and born 
of the Spirit of God, who zs Light, and that it 13 poſſible for them to ery fromthe Light 
again, Qc. 


Rem, He doth herein lay the ſtate of the truly regenerate and born of God, 
lower than the Scripture layes it. The Scripture faith, whoſoever 1s born of God, 
doth not commit Sin ; for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he 
3s born of God, 1 John. 3. 9. And again,We kow that whoſoever ts born of God ſanneth not, 
but he that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, &- that wicked one toucheth him not, C, 5, 18, 

There is a gathering into the Secd, and an abiding in the Seed; and there the 
Soul is in the ſtrong Tower, and munition of Rocks, where the Enemy cannot 
reach. Adam in the fall was in a Fallible State: Is the renewed, the redeemed 
State as fullible ? What State is that wherein Truth is ſo natural, and the Soul ſo 
one with it, that it can do nothing againſt the Truth, but ſor the Truth; as Paul 
ſpeaks? What State is that, wherein Men overcoming, ſhall become Pillars inthe 
Houſe of God, and ſhall go no more out ? Rev. 3. 12. But, let Men be never 
fo fallible ; the infallible Spirit and Power is given to the Church of God, to 
guide them in true Underſtanding and Judgment; eſpecially in all thiogs that re- 
late to, and concern them, as a Body: and they that are of the Truth, and in the 
Truth, love the Judgment of Chriſt the Head in her z but they that are. of ano- 
ther Spirit, and would have liberty out of the Truth, to the transforming Na- 
ture and Spirit, cannot abide it. What were my Life in me, if it did not 
Judg in me? And, What were the Churches Life, if it did not Judg in her, 
and Condemn all that riſeth up from a contrary Spirit and Nature ? -What: means 
that Promiſe, Iſa. 54. 17. No Weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and 
every Tongne that riſeth againſt thee in Judgment, ſhalt thou Condemn ? 


Yet he Confeffeth, That God is infallible, and that no fallibility attends him ; 
but denies The very Regenerate and Born of the Spirit to be infallible, and that it 
5s poſſible for them to err from the Light; again, the Enemy which #1 the Power of 
Darkveſs, preſenting to them the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, &c. 


Rem. If God 'be infallible, as -he confefſeth (though it is to be queſtioned, 
whether from any true Knowledge of Nature,' or only from the Comprehenſion) 
and God beget Children: into what doth he beget. them? whether into a fallible 
Nature and Spirit, or into his own Nature and Spirit, the leaſt Degree whereof 
is \infallible ? When Men are truly turned to God; "there are great and precious 
Promiſes made to: them, which through: Faith, Obedience, and Diligence, they 
come to Enjoy, whereby they are made Partakers of the Divine Nature, 2Pet. 1. 4. 
And when they ' partake of the Divine Nature, Do they partake of a Nature that 
is fallible, or infallible'? He that 55 joyned to the Lord, is one Spirit, 1-Cor. 6. 17, 
and; Is that one Spirit a fallibl:, or infallible Spirit? There -is' ons Baptiſm, where- 
with the truly Living are Baptized: and, Doth that Baptiſm waſh away that 
which is fallible, orno? The Church of Chriſt, the Body of Chriſt, the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, the chaſt Virgin that is Married to Chrift, is one with Chriſt: Is it one 
with him in” falliþility or in infallibility ? Bear with me, for I am-conſtrained to 
ſpeak theſe things for Truths ſake, for the Churches ſake; yea, for Chriſt's ſake, 
and- for the ſakes of them who cry op the Light within, in words, and. yet are 
deceived about-it,” and' know it 'not; but are erred from it, and have ſet up the 
darkneſs of Anti-Chriſt in their Minds, - inſtead of it, which with them goes for 
the true Light: and in this they Judg that which is true, as if it — _ 

uſtify 
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Juſtify that which is falſe, as if it were true, both in themſelves and others; both 
which is an abomination to the Lord. 


He ſaith, There is @ Fallibility attends all thoſe that cre Regenerate, and Bora of 
the Spirit of God. 


Rem, What all? Thoſe that come to the higheſt pitch, and greateſt growth, 
Can they not paſs fallibility, and arrive at infallibitily in a mcafure, and abicc in 
it ? To be Regenerated and Born of God, is an high State: it is not for every 
Notioniſt, and Comprehender to be talking what is Experienced there, There is 
a Regenerating, and a being Regenerated, There is a folſowing Chriſt in the Re- 
generation, and there is a conformity to him in his Death, and in his Life tco, 
It is not good for him to be ſpeaking much concerning that State, but rather to 
wait, to be led into it, and to arrive at it in the true Travel. Bu how, he that 
is Regenerated is dne with Chriſt (and is in meaſure as he is) is hard to be 
known, and harder to be uttered. But he that is in this State, hath Witneſſed 
the holy Calling, and Faithfulneſs to him that Called, and the Flection, anc is 
one of the Choſen, or Elet of God; and Chrilt ſaith, ſuch are beyoud fallibi.ify s 
for ſpeaking of falſe Chrifts, he ſaith, If it were poſſible, they ſhould adicerve the ve 
ry Ele, Mat. 24. 24. plainly ſignifying, that it is impoſſible, 


Now their poſſibility of erring he lays upon the Enemies, preſenting to them the 
Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, whilſt they'are in Eden, p. 6, 


Rem, The Enemics preſenting Temptations, doth not imply a poſſibility of let- 
ting in the Temptation, and ſo of Erring in all, to whom he doth preſent things. 
For he preſented things to Chriſt, and yet_it was impoſſible for that Spirit and 
Nature, that Chriſt was of, to let-in his Temprations. 


But then, immediately in the next Words, he ſheweth, ow this poſſibility of 
falln Fs upon the Enemies, preſenting to them the Fruis of the Tre: of Knowleay £, 
namety thus, Their Minds taking delight on tt; and they feeding upon it, the Ent 
my hath gower to draw their Minds ont of Eden Tomi. 

P 


Rem. The Regenerate and Born of God, 4re-partakers of the Divine Nature, 
and wait on God for Living Food, and receive it of him, and live by ic, and 
cannot abide dead, dry, notional food, nor*feed upon it. Bleiſed be the Lord, 
there is that Birth known, which can fced on nothing but Life it ſelf, And let the 
power of Darkneſs preſent the 'Fruit-of the dead Tree never ſo often ; the living 
Babe will not meddle with it, but Hungers, and 'Thirſts after Righteouſneſs, and 
deſires the ſincere Milk of the pure living Word, that it may grow thereby, And 
if this holy Nature be put into the Babe; How much ſtronger is it in thoſe that 
are grown in Truth, and who come to be Naturalized into it, the contrary Na« 


rure being Crucified, and Slain in them by the Croſs of Chriſt, and the New and 
Holy Nature Ruling in them ? | 


Thirteenthly, He faith, Wherefore, 1 do believe that I ought not to ſubjeft my ſelf 
ro what the Church umpoſeth, 


Rem, The Church of God under the Law, walking in that outward Covenant, 
was a glorious Camp or Body; and had outward Power, according to the out- 
ward Law, appertaining to it. And the Church' of God under the Goſpel, wal- 
king with God according to the Covenant of the Goſpel, is a Glorious, Spiritual 

y; and hath inward Power belonging to it : and though not the Church meetly 
as Men; yet that Spirit and Power in the Church, ought to be obeyed by eve- 
ry Member thereof, in things pertaining to God, Sd it was it the Apoſtles days ; 
they that were not diſorderly and unruly, were obedient to the Spirit and Power 
of God in the Apoſtles, and Churches then, 2 ©o7, 7, 15. and c<, 29. who had 
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Power to Judg thoſe that were within, 1 Cor, 5, 12. And thoſe that re itideed 
of God, will be obedient and ſubje&t to his Spirit and Power in his Church row: 
And there is nothing elſe deſired, but obedience to the Lord, as he moves, puides, 
leads, and orders, both in the particular, and in the general. 


His Reaſons why he doth not believe, That he ought to ſubjeRt himſelf to 
what the Church impoſeth, are theſe : For then, ſaith he, / muſt bclieve ther it is 
God in them, which doth impoſe thoſe Tokes of Bondage upon their Brethren. 


Rem, The Church is called into the liberty of the Goſpel, and her Chi!dren are 
Born of the word Immortal, and of the Truth which makes free : and it is not the 
Church its Nature, either to receive or impoſe Yokes of Bondage ; but to ſtand 
faſt, and to exhort all her Members to ſtand faſt, in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made them free. But where there is any thing unruly, and contrary to the 
Power, that is to be Yoked down by the Power, 

And the particular waiting upon God in his holy Spirit, Light, and Power ; 
the Spirit, Light, and Power, will diſcover what is diſorderly, and unruly, and 
not of God in the particular, and lay a Yoke upon it, The Church alfo waiting 
upon God, in their Meetings together in his Name; the Lord will diſcover whar 
is hurtful to the Body, and contrary to the Life of the Body, and lay Yokes vp- 
on it: and he that refuſeth this Yoke, keeps alive that which is impure and fic(t- 
ly, and keeps down the Juſt in himſelf, 

But indeed, he that doth not believe Ged in his Church, and that his Spirit, 
Life, and Power, fits as King there; he is not in a capacity to obey aright, be- 
cauſe he doth not diſcern nor acknowledge that in the Church, which alone is to 
be Obeyed. | _ 


Another Reaſon he gives is, Becauſe (he ſaith)! be mnſt alſo then believe that the 
Church is Infallible, and cannot Err. A 4 


Rem, The Spirit of God is infallible, the Power whereby the Church was ga- 
thered and built up, is infallible. Chriſt is infallible, and hath given to his Church 
of his Infallible Spirit; without which, they . cannot be preſerved or at aright ; 
And, Is the Church in God fallible? And this Spirit will not fail them in their 
waiting upon him : and the Church, which is one with Chriſt, Married to Chriſt, 
Jo | to Chriſt, partaketh of his holy, living, and infallible Nature, 

udge in the Truth, how it | would ſuit;,,an holy Head, an unholy Body; a 
living Head, a dead Body; an infallible Head, an ele and chofen Head ;- bur 
a body very lyable to be deceived and err. Hath not the Church that Spirit, that 
Life, that Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,her Head with her, that is able to 

her from erring? And. Is it not her carneſt travel, and defire to keep to 
it her ſelf, and to have all her Members kept. to it? And, Will not that Power 
keep, and preſerve all that keep to it? 


He addeth further to the foregoing Words, Which thing 1 canner : believe, for 
then I muſt believe theſe particulars following. 

Firſt, / muſt believe that they are as infallible, as God is; and that it is as m- 
poſſible for them to err, as it is for God to err, 


Anſw, No, A Man may believe, That God hath given to his Church a glorious pro- 
rtion of his Spirit, to dwell in them, and guide them, as bis Sons, Spouſe, and 
ife; and that they are Married to hin) that is infallible, and partake of a bleſ- 
ſed proportion of his Nature; , and yet not believe, that thcy arc as infallible, as 
God is. The Lord is abſolutely infallible of himſelf : what iofallhbility the Church 
hath, is by Gift, by Uniot, and Communion with the Lord her Husband and Maker, 
But, Doth ke believe, or will he go about to maintain, that the: Church hath 
nothing of the Infallible Spirit of her Husband ? Or that the is to act in a Falli- 


ble Spirit ? Or that ſhe is to at nothing at all?- But only dire&t Men a4 the 
ight 
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Lipht and Spirit within, and ct her Members alone, though ſhe infallibly (by the 
Infallible Spirit and Power) know that they are deceived and err, and fee (with 
the Anointed Eye) that they are going from, and acting contrary to the Light 
in their own particulars? If ſhe ſhould do ſo, ſhe would ſhew little Care over nct 
Children, and ſmall Regard or Faithfulneſs to him, who hath entruſted her with 
his own Spirit and Power, for Edification and Salvation, and not for DeltruRion. 

Secondly, That no Man or Woman ſpall ever attain to ary higher meaſure of ti? 

ace of God then they, and that they are come to the higheſt revelation that can bc 
attainable by the Spirit of God. | 

Anſw. The higheſt meaſure of Life and of the Spirit, is not neceffary for the 
Government of the Church: but a true meaſure. Ard a true meaſure the Lord 
hath ordained for his Church; and Chrift the Head is not abſent from his Church, 
but preſent with it, to ſupply with what Wiſtom and Power he ſceth needful. Ard 
where is the attainment and growth in grace ? Is it in the Church, or owt of the 
Church? Doth not the Lord add to the Church ſuch as ſh1il be javed? and is not 
their growth there? And if any member be blefſed, and grow ne er fo abundantly 
in grace, it is the growth of the Church, and the Church is glad of it. Now if 
it be a true growth, they would have Unity with the Church, and mind the Feace 
of the Church, and be ſubje&t to the Spirit and pure Power of Life in che Ci.urch; 
elſe their growth is in another Spirit, which the truc Church can never own. 


Thirdly, And that there is no more to be made known by the Spirit of God, in the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, but what aiready is made known ts then, 


Anſw. The particulars owning a meaſure of Life, of Truth, of the Spirit arid 
| Power doth not argue there is no more to be made known, or revealed in the 
particular, And the Churches owning a fuller meaſure dwelling ia the body, than 
in any one particular (for the greateſt fulneſs in any particular doth but go ro make 
up the largneſs or fulneſs in the body) doth not argue that the Church ſhall not grow, 
or be cninrged and filled, as it grows. But if be intend the growth of anv, de- 

arting from the Church, or out of the Spirit of Life of the Church. who hath 

er Life from the head, and is in unity with the Head : that growth we cannot bur 
deny, finding it, by conſtant tryal and experience, to be a growth in Notion and 
Comprehenſion, out of the feeling life and power. 

Now this kind of growth, I do not deſire ever to know; the I ord alſo preſ:rve 
others out of it, and open their Ears to hear the voice of Chriſt, an' of his 
Church, that they may be preſerved out of it. For had this been kearkened and 
kept to, things. had been better with many, as to their inward State, true Peace 
with the Lord, than they have been. 


Fourthly, Or if there be any thing mere to be revealed by the Spirit of G.d, that 


God will maks it known to them, and to none elſe, 


Anſw. The true Church doth not limit God, where he ſhall reveal, or not re- 
veal, but owneth God in what ever it reveals in any man upon the Face of the 
Earth. For being in Unity with Gods Spirit, and born of the [Immortal Life, they 
are in the fealing ſenſe and knowledge of what came from the Life in ages paſt, 
or in this preſent age ; and are in Unity with it: yet they know, the Lord re- 
vealeth the Myſtery of his Truth and Kingdom in the Churches, and the growth 
is in the Churches, 

Now if any in Zacifers Nature, will hearken to that Spirit which deſpiſeth Gods 
Church, and rend from it, and think to grow. above itz and exp* this Growth in 
their high notions and comprehenſions about things, in that exalted mind, ſhould 
be owned by the Church; they will be miſtaken : for the true Spirit, which knows 
all things, and guides the Church, will not guide the Church to own any ſuch Spirit 
or Growth ; but to judge and condemn it in its greateſt ſpreading and exaltation. 

There were thoſe in the Apoſtles dayes, who would ſeem to be grown high. and 
to be ſpiritual, far above the Apoſtles, and fuch as lay low in the Truth, and o- 

D beyed, 
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beycd the holy Commandments ; and yet were far ſhort of their Life; as may be 
ſeen Abundantly in his Epiltles to the Church of Corinth, But what ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle concerning ſuch ? Jf any man think himſelf a Fhrophet or Spiritual, let him achnoy- 
ledge the things that I write unto you, are the Commandments of the Lord, 1 Cor. 12. 
37. And did not he give Commandments about thoſe that were unruly, and would 
not be ſubject to the Order, Power and Government of Gods Spirit in the Church ? 
And did not the Apoſtle ſay of unruly Perſons, and vain Talkers and Deceivers, that 
their mouths mult be Ropped ? Tz. 1, 10, 11. What, had the Church or Miniſters, 
in the firſt pro;nulgation of the Goſpel] Power to Rop mouths? Yea, in the Spirit that 
was in them and with them, they knew which was the vain talkers, the unruly and 
ceccivers, and what mouths were to be ſtopped, and what Power would ſtop them ? 


Fifthly, He ſaith, Friends, I would have yer ſcrienſly take into your conſideration ſome 
of your Dottrines and Principles which are Commonly preached among us, how they can 
ſtand with Gods Soveraignty, Dominion and Glory, that either the Seed or God ſhould 
ariſe in Man. | 


Rem, Chriſt preached a Seed, even the Kingdom like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, 
and this Sced ſown in man, Now if it was ſown in man, in his earthly heart, 
Nature and Spirit, then the earth was over it, and did cover it, and it was to 
ſpring up or ariſe over and above the Earth; and the pure Power, Wiſdom, and 
Glory of the Father to appear to be manifeſted in it, 

Is this ſuch a ſtrange Doctrine to him? where are his Spiritual ſenſes? How 
was he convinced ? was it without the feeling of the ſeed? If he truly felt it, 
where did he feel it? did he not feel itin thecarth? was there not much over it ? 

I am ſure, we who were truly convinced, felt itſo; felt the pure ſeed under, 
ſuffering the pure Life under, the pure meaſure of truth under, and much of the 
Earth over it, the Lamb ſlain inwardly by fin and tranſgrefſion, and bleſſed be the 
Lord, we felt alſo the Earth Judged, and removed out of its place; the Earth 
ploughed up, and the ſeed ſpringing over all thats Earthly, and growing up in that 
which God made New, over that which was Old. | 

And did not God ariſe outwardly, in the manifeſtation of his Power outward- 
ly, among the outward Fews ? And, Doth not he ariſe inwardly, in the manifeſta- 
tion of his Power inwardly, among the inward Fews ? Are the Enemics ever ſcat- 
tered inwardly, till Gods ariſing inwardly ? What kind of Convincement or Growth, 
hath that Man been acquainted with, who never Experienced theſe things ? 

Now having propoſed this, he asketh ſome Queſtions, which as the Lord ſhall 
open my Heart, I may return Anſwers to: not after a Notional way, but: as the 
Lord hath given me the Knowledge, Feeling, and Experience of the thing. 

His Firſt Queſtion is, Whether the Light or Spirit, Seed, and God, be not all one 
and the ſame thing ? | 

Anſw. God is the Foulneſs, the Seed is a meaſure, and manifeſtation of him, 
the infinite Fulneſs. And as he is Light, and Spirit: ſo the Seed that comes 
from him, or that the good Husband-man Sows, is Light and Spirit alſo. 

His Second Queſtion is, How came this Seed of God to be under, or beneath in 
AMan ? 

Anſw. Any Man that knows the Truth in the holy Experience, and hath been 
Tempted, and let in Sin upon him, may know what comes then under, and how 
it comes under, The Spirit by Sin is Grieved; yea, the holy Spirit may be quen- 
ched, and Man may Crucify to himſelf the Lord of Glory. 

His Third and Fourth Queſtions are, What ſhall raiſe it up ? And, By what ? 

Anſw. to both, The Power of God, the Spirit of God, the Life of God, en- 
tring into its own in Man, entring into the Witneſs, raiſeth it up, brings that un- 
der, which reſiſted, oppreſſed, and kept it down, The Power of the Almighty, 
by his out-ſtretched-Arm, cruſheth Pharaoh inward, and, brings his Spiritual Seed 
out of Spiritual Egypt, Sodom, and Babylon, in all which the Lord, in all Ages, 
hath Inwardly, and Spiritually been Crucified, by them that have reſiſted his ho- 
ly Spirit, in the pure Manifeſtations thereof: for what is done to it, is done to 
him, Sal, Saul, Why Perſecuteſt thon me ? Laſtly, 
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La'tly, Whether the Appearance of God in Man, to Man by his Spirit, be not for 


the quicker #ng and raiſing of Man, both Soul and Body, out of a Statc of Bondage 
and Captiwity ? 


Arſw. Yes, it is: But how doth God raiſe up Man? Is it not by joyning him 
to his Seed, and cauſing him to bow to his Seed ; and ſuffer with his Seed, and 
deny that which is contrary to his Seed ; ſo that the Seed, which hath been eric- 
ved, and burden'd with Sin and Iniquity, may riſe up over it, and cruſh the Head 
of the Serpent in the Authority, Power, Dominion of the Fathers Life ? Who of 
the Redeemed Ones, that have Witneſſed true Redemption, have not Witnefled 
God, bringing that up which was down, low, deep in the Heart; and bringing 
that down which was high, and exalted over it ? 

But for the raiſing of God, that” is but his miſrepreſentation of this ſound DoR- 
triae, and holy experience: for 'Chrifſt himſcIf, who was God, and the Reſur- 
rection and the Life; yet the God-head was not raiſed in him, but the Reſurrecti- 
on, and the Lifc raifed that Body. And chat of him, which he ſoweth in us, and 
which diffcreth in the Soul, through rhe ſouls fin; he raiſeth up in his own holy 
Dominion, in them that come to ſuffer wich it, and to bear the Croſs with that 
which Crucificth fin, 

This is ſound Doctrine and ſound Experience, Univerſally experienced by all 
that know the inward truth, and have ſyubjeted to it. They have felt what truch 
was, and where it was; and what it js, and where it is; and what they arc init, 
and by it; bleſſings and are over all unto him, who by the working of his 
moſt Glorious Powet, hath brought this about'in a remnant, whom the Loca hath 
viſited and ſhewn Mercy to. 

Let him wait for true underſtanding, from him who is able to give it, and an- 
ſwer me. this one queltion, then, Doth nor che Dewil, the Enemy of Man-Kind, hurt 
_ after the Precious Life, even in thoſe that come to» witneſs Redemption in meaſure 
from him ? and if at any time they hearken to his temptations, and let him wt, 
doth not the Life receive a wound ? 1s not the ' ſpirit grieved ? ts not the tender, righte- 
ons, lrg Plant hurt ? 


O the tender Mercy of God to permit his truth, his ſeed, his fon; not only 
to ſuffer for man, without the Gates of Fer«ſalem, but alſo to ſuffer in Man, even in the 


ſtreets of Sodom, where our Lord was in Ages paſt Crucified, and is ſpiritually Crecifi- 
ed tothis day !- Rev. 11.8, ' | 

He faith, The Kingdom of Heaven is within all men and women, and Heaven i: 
above Hell, and the Light us' above Darkneſs, p. 5, 

Rem, If he mean that their Nature is ſo,1 grant it: but if he mean that Hea- 
ven, or the Light which is Heavenly, is uppermolt in men who are under the King- 
dom and Power of Darkneſs, he is utrerly miſtaken: for in the Kingdom where 
Satan and Ar'ichrifF Reign, Antichriſt is there exalted (in that heart) above all 
that is called God; cven above the Light, * Spirit and Power, which ought, to 
be Worſhiped and Obeyed there, but is not : and: there is nced of the Arm and 
Power of God to be awakened, and to put on ſtrength there, to cut Rahab, 
wound the Dragon, and bring him under, and to- bring up the Seed into its kiea- 
venly Authority, Dominion and Power (which is due unto it) in that heart. 

He ſaith, The Seed is to redeem, and not to be redeemed. 

Rem, This is true, relating to the Seed, as it is in it ſelf: But as 
God hath beſtowed it on man, given it as a Gift in man, and it condeſtends 
to his Condition, deſcending into the lower parts of the Earth, and ſuff-r- 
ing with man, that it might bring man into its Death and ſufferings, and fo raiſe 
itin and with it ſelf: ſo the mighty power of Life, from whence it came, is to 
be revealed in it, and bring it out of Egypr, and: the darkneſs wherein it tinds 
man, and in the tender Love of Got to man;' bears a ſhare-with bim. Ir is not 
the Jew outwardly that pierced Chriſt, bur the Soul inwardly by Transgrefſion 
pizrceth his Life and Spirit: and as it comes to true'ſenſe and Faith, looks upog him 
whom it hath pierced by Sin, and mourns bitterly over him, and turns from and 


hates that Sin, whereby it pierced him. ' (G02 4 
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He faith, The Seed in both Man and Woman, it is both God and Chriſt, and it 
is above the Seed of the Serpent in all, and he is in imſ«lf, &c. p. y. 

Rem, Who denics that God and Chriſt, and the Holy Seed, which are one iti 
. Nature, though not in Meaſure and Fulneſs, as he is in himfclf is above the Secd 
of the Serpent ? 

He addeth further, Neither hath mans mind been ſo blinded, that he could not fee 
bis Sins by the Light, P.8. L. 38. (as correRed by the Errata.) 

Kem, There is an eye that the God of this World b'inds, that it may not ſee 
the Glorious ſhinings of the Light, 2 Cor. 4, 3, 4. And the eye thai is blind, 
cannot ſee, til! God opens it. The outward eye cannot ſee the ſhining of the 
outward Sun, but as it is opened: nor can the inward Eye lee inward things, but 
as the Lord opens it, Pax! was ſen: to the Genzles, to open their Ei cs, and t6 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, 4# 26 18. So that Mans Eye is blinded, 
that though the Light ſhine in the Darkneſs, yet he cannot ſee, nor walk in the 
way of the Light, but as God anoints, and opens his Eye ; Anoint thine Eyes wuh 
Eye-(alve, that thou mayeft See, Rev, 3. 18, 


But I beſeech him, in the tender Bowels of Love, to conſider where his Stan- 
ding is, and what it is in him, that brings forth theſe Things: For, | am ſure, 
it is not the true Light, where-with Goa hath ſhined in the Hearts of his Pco- 
ple, and doth ſhine at this Day. He miſtakes the true Light in others, and cats 
it Darkneſs; and alſo miſtakes the Darkneſs in himſclif, and calls it Light: And, 
Whither, after this rate, may he wander in his uncertain Notions and Compre- 
henfions; and while he is thus talking of God, and Heaven, and the Light within, 
he be ſound among them who blaſpheme God, and his Tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in Heaven ? 

What I have hitherto took notice of, may fufficiently manifeſt, even to himſelf, 
could he retire low enough, where the true Underſtanding and Rnowlecge i: gi- 
ven) how he hath erred from the true Light, and but precended to it, and not 
been led by it, in what he hath now writ. 


As for the other Part of his Book, though 1 could fay much to it, if the Lord 
did require me; yet finding it chicfly to be Matter of Notion and Criticiſm, my 
Heart is not engaged to meddle with it: For it is not in me. to bring People 
Into ſuch Critical Diſputes, about an Inviſible Man: or Inviſible Woman, or who was 
the firſt Inviſible Man; which one while he ſeems to call God, or Chriſt, ano- 
ther while the Son of P«crdition, or Power of. Darkneſs he calls the firſt Inviſible 
Man ; as pag 21. for which | am ſatisfied, he can produce no Scroprure 3 which 
he requires of Friends, for what they aſſert 

I muſt confeſs, | ſce no Profit in his medling with ſuch things ; but rather 
drawing the Minds of the People into forbidden Knowledge, and airy Compre- 
henfion about the Heavenly Things, and feeding that Part in themſclves, which ſhould 
not thus be ſuffered to fly aloft, but be kept under. 

And happy were it for him, if he could feel the Truth, Seed, and Life, (which 
is grieved in him riſe above them, trample them down, and reign over them : 
But he muſt experience great Humility, and a long Travel, before he can come to 
witneſs this. 


As for his denying himſelf to be of us ; indeed he hath ſi ficiently manifeſted by this 
Book, and by his {trange Notions and Comprehenſions therein, that he is nor of 
Us; but a Stranger to that Life, Spirit and Power, which hath gathered, guideth, 
and preſerveth Us out of ſuch Paths as theſe. 

And, O that he did not hug ſo many Notions, (and thoſe very ſtrange ones too, 
contrary to the Truth and Holy Experience, in the Hearis of Goa's Redeemed 
Ones, and the Holy Scriptures, as hath been alrcady ſhewed) and get ſuch Com- 
prehenfions into his Brain, concerning the ſaving Fower ; but wait to d- (cend, 
and come down thither, where he may fecl it in his Heart; and that will pre- 


ſerve him, for the future, from ſuch Contraditions and Confuſions, which _ 
| ther 
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ther Part of his Bock, is alſo too full of; which, if the Lord pleaſe, he may draw 
forth ſome other to lay open, for the Vindication of Truth, and irs truc Teſtimo- 
ny, from his Spirit, and falſe Teſtimony, uttered in very ftraoge and extravagant 
Expreffions ; not at all ſuitable to the Nature of Truth, but rather to the Nature 
of that dark Spirit, from whence it came ; which the Lord of his tender Mercy mani- 
feſt to him, and Redeem him from, into a tender, living, humble Senſe of the mice: 
and lowly Principle of Life, in the Heart. 


3-34 K 


POSTI-SCRIPT. 


Ince the Writing of the Former, and my not intending to meU'dls with thc 
Reſt, there hath ſomething lain upon me, as io ſome few Paſſages tierein 
alſo, to write a few Words, by way of Teſtimony, to O-e or 7wo Parti- 
culars therein: But that which mainly lay upon me, was ſomewhat in Re- 

lation to bis Poft-ſcript ; he looking upon it as ſo Unanſwerable, and yet ſo plain, 
and clear an Anſwer ariling to it in my Heart, 


Firſt, As to his main Controverſy with Friends, about the Criſt that Dyed at 
Jeruſalem, (he aftirming, That neuther Fuſtification nor Condemnation 15 oy Flam; 
and reproaching Friends, as having gone back ro the Profeſſow”s Chriſt, and Saut- 
our, who Dyed without the Gates of Jeruſalem, as peg. 17. p. 21, & p.26.) this 151 
my Heart to ſay: 


Rem, Is Chriſt divided ? Is there One Chriſt that Dyed without the Gates of 7e- 
ruſalem, and Another that d1d not Dye ? Or, Is jt not the (ame 1.ord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who Died without the Gates of Feruſalem, according to the Flelh, and ver was 
then alive in the Spirit? Do we affirm, that the Ggd-head 4dizd? (no. we do not 
ſo much as affirm, That his Sorl dyed, as he doth, p, 19.) but accordins to the 
Fleſh he dyed; that is, he who was the ReſurreQion, and the Life, laid down his 
Life, and took it up again, according to the Commandment of his Father, 

Thus we have been taught -of God to believe, and thus to hold it forth. Ard we 
have no other Juſtifier, Condemner, Saviour, or Interceſſor, than be that laid down 
the Life of the Body, offering it up a Sacrifice ts his Father, without the Gares 
of Feruſalem, Who #: be that Zuſtifyeth ? ls it not God, in and through him? And, 
Who #s he that Condemneth ? Is it not Chriſt that dyed? ( And, Where did he dye ? 
Was it not without the Gates of Jeruſalem?) yea rather, that 1s Riſen again, &c, 
Rom. 8. 33, 34- 


Secondly, The next thing that lyes upon me to take Notice of, is writing againſt 
Senſe, and diſowning the Exhortation to come to a Senſc, and to wait in a Senſc 
and abide in a Senſe, . &c. asp. 25, : 


Rem, Though I: have givea a touch at this already, in the fore-going Part; yet 
there is ſome-what more lies upon me. The Inward Man, the New Man, the Spi- 
ritual Man hath Inward and Spiritual Senſes. Chris Shcep have Spiritual Ears 
to hear his Voice with, and a Spiritual Eye is given to the Spiritual Man, to ſee 
Him who otherwiſe is Inviſible. 

There is alſo a Spiritual Taft, to ſavour and diſtinguiſh between that which is 
Living, and that which is Dead ; between that which is Corrupt and Unwholſom, 
and that which is Wholſom Food; and by the Exerciſe of theſe Senſes, the Chil- 
dren of God become more and more skilful in diſcerning between Good and Evil, 

E Hc: . 
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Heb. 5. 14. And in this Living Senſe, the Ele cry unto God againſt their Enciies ; 
and arc heard and preſerved by him, and ſhall in due time be ully delivered, Luk, 
18. 7,8. 

The truly living, are truly ſenſible. Indeed, if he could take away the Senſe of 
Life, and the Judgment of Life from God's People, it were an caſy Matter to 
Geceive them with ſuch kind of Notions and Comprehenfions, as he hath brought 
forth in rhis his Book. But the Lord hath given a living Senſe, or Senſes to his, 
and pure Living Judgment therein; which their Minds being kept to, it is impoſſible 
for this Spirit, or any ſuch like, with all its Inchantments, to prevail upon them ; 
becauſe the Sheeps Ear knows the Sound and Voice of Life, from the Sound and 
Voice of Death, let Anti-chriſt transform in any of his Miniſters never ſo myſte- 
riouſly. | 

He faith, God is not 4 Senſe, nor is his Spirit a Senſe. : : a 

Rem. It js riot for him, in bis Notional Way, to ſay what Ged js : He that made 
the Eye, ſhall not he ſee? He that made the Ear, ſhall not he. hear? Doth he 
beger his Children into a living Senfe, and beſtow living Senſes upon them ? and, 
Hatch not he che Thing in himſelf much more ? 
| But let me ask him this Queſtion: Did God, the Holy Bepetter of Life, ever 
beget him into a living Senſe ? If not, he was never of Us: If the Lord did, let 
him wait to be begotten ſo again, and he ſhall ſoon be one of Us again, and judge 
in the true Spirit, Life, and Power, what he hath here Writ and Publiſhed abroad 
in the wrong; and he ſhall no longer believe, that this his Writing was written 
Com the Teſtimony of Jeſus in him, (as he expreſſeth, pag. 21.) but ſhall expeticnce 
the Life of 7eſ#s, condemning it in his own Heart; as I am fure, it hath done, and 
doth in mine, and cannot but do in all that have been gathered to, and abide in 
that which keepeth livingly ſenſible, 


Thirdly, The Third Thing, and that which moft lies upon me, is that Charge of 
his upon Friends, Thar they de ſhew more Homage, Reverence, and Obedience to the 
Form outwardly, than to the Power of God inwardly; and that they Worſhip the Form 
beyond the Power, becanſe they keep their Hats on when they Wait and Worſhip in Si- 
lence; but in publitk, Prayer, both Men and Women either Stand up, or elſe Knect 
down ;, and the Men all put off their Hats: Herein (he ſaith) #bey Worſhip, Reve- 
rence, and Adore rhe Form outwardly; and the Words, more than the Wor of Life 
in their Hearts, &tc. This Praftiſe be would have them vindicate, if they can : In. 
deed, be bath ſufficiently Condemned it, and more than God bath allowed him to do, 
or will Tuſtify him m, 


Rem, The Thing is nakedly and plainly thus: The Great God, by the Arm of 
his Power, hath gathered a People to Himſelf, and taught them to Worſhip Him 
in his own Spirit and Truth : Yea, he hath taught us to be continually Retired, 
and upon our Watch, and in his Fear; eying, and regarding Him in all we 
do. 

. Beſides this, He hath appointed us ſolemn Times of Mecting together, to Wor- 
ſhip Him; in which Times, we do, in a more ſolemn, and after a more eſpecial 
manner, retire to feel his Preſence with us, and —_— and Power working in 
our Hearts, and miniftring to us. And, bleſſed be the Lord, he is fill found, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, in the Midſt of us; and doth give us pure Breathings af- 
ter Him, and pure Senſe of Him, and pure Praiſes to him; even Praiſes from, 
and in that which is pure. 

Yet, while we are fitting thus waiting, or when Breathings or Praiſes ariſe, we 
are not taught or required of the Zord, to pull off our Hats, or kneel on our 
Knees, 

But, when the Lord moveth and calleth any forth (for the Aſſembly, or in the 
Name, and on the Behalf of the Aſſembly) to offer Prayer or Praiſes to God; then, 
ro ſignify our Unity in the Spirit, and our joint Reverence to our God, we arc 
moved either to Kneel, or Stand, as the Zord ſhall incline our Hearts, and to un- 
cover our Heads before Him, And in this we do not adore the Form, «s on 
. | EL _ 
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Ged knoweth, and beareth witne's ; but Him who hath tzught us the Form, ord 
who teacheth us to continue therein; ard juftifycth us in the Uſe and Practice 
thereof. : 

And, What Spirit is this that. Condemneth us, after this. vaunting marrer, as if 
if he had broughr- forth ſuch a manifeſt Evidence of our Adoring the Form, as could 
not be Anſwered? - ad Do Ss 

The laſt thing, which lies on me to take Notice of, is thoſe Words about the 
Cloſe of his Poſt-ſcript 'W have Yet another Book, that is wruten mm aeid f; on ti: SPrit 
of God; the Tendency of which Book, ts for the Overthrowing of al Anutt-chift”s 
Miniſters in this Nation, QC. 


; Rem, This Tefimony lyes on my Heart concerning him, that ke is not in.a Con- 
dition, or Capacity, to write or ſpeak in or from God's Spirit. He may pretend 
to have Written this, or to Write another Book from God's Spirit, bur he doth 
but take the Name of the Lord in vain, in ſo doing; and the Spitit of the Lord 
will without doubt through ſame of thoſe that are in him, that is true, give a ſure 
and certain Sound, and Teſtimony againſt his falſe Pretences. 

O! That he could indeed think, or write, or ſpeak againſt Anti-chriſts Miniſters, 
and againſt the Spirit of Anti-chriſt : which if ever he be able from God to do, 
he mult firſt. ſee how Anti-chriſt hath prevailed over him, and darkened him; and 
bow he dwelleth and _ in his Heart, as if he were God; yea, he muſt de- 
ny his preſent Light and Spirit, and call it no more Chri/#; but feel that which 
is now little and low in him riſe (through his Senſe of it, and Subjection to it) 
over that which is now ſo bigh, and ſo exalted above the Meaſure of Truth in 
his own Heart: Which, if it were ſo, or.might once be ſo, How glad would my 
Soul be for his ſake, which is now grieved to ſee him ſo lifted up, and ſo mi- 
ſtaken, and ſo deeply to err, both concerning himſelf, and God's People, Church, 
and Miniſters, and concerning. God's Light and Spirit, denying, debaling, and 
caſting down chart, to exalt himſelf ; that ſo he might ſet up the Wrong, inſtead 
he agg Right, and be juſtifyed and owned by the one, ſecing he cannot by the 
Otner ! | : . | | 

The .Lord, if it be his Will, in tender Mercy to him, bring him down from his 
high Scat, and efalt that Holy Blood of the Covenant, which is now trampled 
under foot by him, that his Soul may be ſaved, and not periſh for ever, (in _the 


Day that never ſhall have end) from the Preſence of the Zora, and from the Glory 
of his Power. Amen, 


eZ THE END, 


SOME 
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Miſ-repzeſentations 


Church - Government 
CLEARED. 


AND... 
The Power and Authority of GO D's Spirit, in Go- 
verning His CHUR CH, Teſliffed to. 


By One, whom it hath. pleaſed: the . Lord, to make a Member of the 
Church, which be bath Gathered, and Preſerveth by his own Almighty 
Arm; who accounteth it bis Duty and Honour in the Lord, to be 
Subjef to the Government and Ordering of his Spirit and Power in 
his Church, 

Iſaac Peningfon, 


GE —_——— 


That ye ſubmit your ſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that helpeth with us, and les 
boureth, 1 Cor. 16, 16, | 

Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for they watch for 
your Souls, as they that muſt give Account, that they eway do it with Foy, and not with 
Grief ;, for that 5s unprofitable for you, Heb. 13, 17. 

Likewiſe, ye Tounger, ſubmit your ſelves unto the Elder, yea, all of you be ſubjedt 
one to another, and be clothed with Humility : For God reſifteth the Pro ud, and giveth 
Grace to the Humble, 1Pet. 5.5. 

And be not drunk with Wine, wherein is Exceſs : But be filled with the Spirit, and 
ſubmitting your ſelves one to anotber in the Fear of God, Epheſ. $. 18, 21 


THE PREFACE. 


Pon occaſion of the Suffering of our dear Friends and Brethren in New-England, 
Ul cruel a ng, many bard Uſages, and at laft (ſome of them) Death ic 
felf, for their Obedience and Faithful Teſtimony to the Lord, and his precious Truth x 
and becauſe of the undue Covering thereof, by the Grounds aud Cauſes produc'd to ju 
frify their Proceedings; 1 was engaged to ſhew the Nakedneſs, and Unrea/onableneſs 
thereof, in a Book, Entituled, An Examination of the Grounds or Cauſes, which 


_ are ſaid to induce the Court of Boſton in New-England, to make that Order, or 


Law 
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Law of Baniſkment upon pain of Death againſt the Quakers, &c, IWhereunto ſome- 
what was added (being wery proper to the ſubjett i2 hand) about the Authority ana 
Government which Chriſt excluded ont of his Church, which alſo occaſioned ſomewhat 
concerning the true Church: Government., 

Now this latter part (about Church-Government) hath been {o Aiſrepreſented, as 
sf, becauſe the wrong Church-Government was Excluded, the Excluſion of all Church-- 
Government was intended by Me, there being no notice taken of my owning the truq 
Church-Government, but only fome paſſages of my diſowning the falſe produced, as if they 
intend:d to overturn and deny all Church-Government, which never was intended by Me - 
for im that very Book which is thus made uſe of, I did poſutrvely affirm the neceſſity 
and uſe of the true Church-Government, which may more fully appear in that whic/s 
hereafter follows, 


Some Miſrepreſent ations of Me, concerning Church- 
Government. 


[a the Manifeſting that I am MiCſ-repreſented, and the clearing cf my Innocency 
from thoſe Miſrepreſentations, this is on my heart ; 

Firſt, to ſet down thoſe words which Fob: Pernyman hath cited out of that part 
of my Book which ſpeaks of the Authority and Government which Chriſt excluded 
out of his Church, | 

Secondly, To add ſomewhat, in way of Confirmation of that Truth and Tender 
ſence, which-was. then'upon my. Heart. 

Thirdly, To propoſe ſome Queſtions, as I ſhall find them ariſe in my Heart, fur- 
ther to open and manifeſt the intent of my Heart in this thing. 

Fourthly, To annex ſomewhat, which is mentioned and immediately added in the 
very ſame part of the Book, concerning true Church-Government, which plainly 
manifeſteth that 1 was not againſt the true Church-Government, nor did mention 
or intend any of thoſe things to hinder, deny or oppoſe the true Church-Govern- 
tnent, of which I do there infer an abſolute neceſſity. | 

Fifthly, It is on my heart to add a few Conſiderations further concerning the ne- 
ceſſity, uſefulneſs and benefit of the true Church-Government, 


The firſt words Fohn Pernyman cites out of this part of my Book, concerning 
the Authority and Government which Chriſt excluded out of his Church, from Aa: 
209. ver. 25, to 29. are theſe, 


Here Chriſt cuts off that Power and Authority, which grows up in the corrupt nature 
of man, which was ever and anon ſpringing up even 1 the Diſciples; here he wholly 
excludes it out of his Church, and ſaith expreſſly, He would have no ſuch thing among jt 
them, no ſuch kind of Greatneſs, no ſuch kind of Authority, 


Confirm, It is the full belief of my Heart, that Chriſt hath cut off that Power and 
Authority, which grows up in the corrupt Nature of Man, and wholly excluded ic 
out of his Church, even very expreſly in this forecited Scripture ; plainly fignify- 
ing therein, that he would have no ſuch kind of Greatneſs, no ſuch kind of Autho- 
tity among his gathered and choſen People. 

eſt. But doth this ſgnifie or imply, that he would have no authority at all? 
Doth this exclude the Authority and Government of his Spirit and Power in his 
Church? Doth not he notwithſtanding this ſay, Go rell the Church? Ard enjoyn 
the members of the Church, to hear the Church, upon the penalty of being ac- 
counted Heathens and Prblicans? And did not the: Holy Ghoſt make and appoint 
F Overſcers 
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Ovetſeers over the Church ? A. 20. 28. And what is an Overſeer? Or in what 
were they to overſee? Were they not to overſee in the true Light, to which eve. 
ty Child of _ is to be ſubjet? And they that did reſiſt the Light, Spirit and 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt in any of the Overſeers ; were they not unruly, and de- 
parters from the Light in themſelves ;' though they might pretend they were Mill 
for the Light, and that it was the Overſcers that were departed and erred from 


it ? 


The next words he Cites are theſe. 


Wo things are here excluded by Chriſt, from whence all the miſchief ariſeth in the 

Church ( all the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of men's Conſciences, and of their Perſons, 

Eftatcs and Liberties for Conſcience-fake) Firſt, Greatneſs; Secondly, the Exerciſing 
Dominion and Authority by thoſe thaz would be great therein, 


Confirm, It is my Belicf, that all the Miſchief in the Church, Tyranny, and Op- 
preſſion of Mens Conſciences, and of their Perſons, Eftates, and Liberties for Con- 
ſcience-ſake, doth ariſe from a wrong Greatneſs, and from the Exerciſing of a 
wrong Dominion and Authority, by thoſe that would be great therein: and that 
theſe two things are here Excluded by Chriſt, in the forementioned Scripture. 

ſt. But is there not a true Greatneſs ? Thoſe that lye low before the Lord, 
and have humbled themſelves under his mighty Hand ; Doth not the Lord Exalt them 
im due time, filling them with his Spirit, Life, Vertue, and Power? And, is not 
that great in them; and are they not ighly Favoured, and Exalted in the Eye 
of the Lord therein? (Oh, none knows how thoſe are in the Eye of the 
Lord, who are poor and low, and nothing in their own Eyes !) And, is there not 
a true Authority, and Dominion of Gods Spirit in the Church in general, as well 
as in the particular, over the yy rp Power of Darkneſs? Becauſe of which 
Spirit, becauſe of which Power, ſe of which holy Authority and Dominion, 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not be able to prevail againſt it. 

His next Citation is this (which though ſomewhat long, I am willing to Recite 
punQually, that my Innocency may the more appear.) 


This Spirit maſt be kept out from amongſt you, this aſpiring Spirit, this lofty, ru- 
ling Spirit, which Loves to be Great, which Loves to have Dominion, which would 
Exalr it ſelf becauſe of the Gifts it hath Received, and would bring others into Sub- 
jeftion ; this Spirit muſt be Subdued amongſt Chriſt's Diſciples, or it will Ruin all. 
The Lord gives Grace and Knowledge for another end, than for Men to take upon 
them to be Great, and Rule over others becauſe of it. And he, that becauſe 4 this, 
thinks himſelf fit to Rule over other Mens Conſciences, and to make them bow to 
what he knows, or takes to be Truth, he loſeth his own Life thereby; and ſo far as 
he prevails upon others, he doth but Deſtroy their Life too. Therefore the Diſciples, 
or Church of Chriſt, are to Watch over every ſuch Spirit; to beat it down, to teſtify 
againſt it, to turn from it, to lay it flar, to put it in ts proper Place, that 11, be- 
zeath all, and ſo not to ſuffer 1t to ariſe, 


Before I come to the Confirmation of this, I judge it meet to ſect down the 
foregoing Clauſe or Paragraph omitted by him, which will very much help to clear 
the naked drift, and true intent of thefe Words. The foregoing Paragraph runs 


thus ; 


Such a kind of greatneſs as us itn the World, its the defiruttion of the Life of Chriſt ; 
and ſuch a kind of Dominion and Autbority as is among the Nations, is a divett over- 


rurning of the Kingdom of Chriſl, It ſets up another Power than Chriſts, another 
Great- 
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Greatneſs than Chriſts, another kinfl of Authority than Chriſts; and ſo eats out the 
Pertue and Life of his Kingdom, and makes it juſt tike one of the Kingdoms of this 
World, 


This (which immediately went before) being thus added, may ſufficiently open 
the ing of it (elf. Yer for further SatisfaFtion, I ſhall add a Confirmation to the 
Truth of that which he bath cited ; and that in ſeveral particulars, becauſe of the 


length of the Ciratian. 


Confirm, Firſs, An aſpiring Spirit, a lofty, ruling Spirit, which Loves to be Grear, 
which Loves to have Dominion, which would Exalt it ſelf, &c. mult be kept 
out from among the Diſcip'es, and Church of Chriſt. There mult not be ſuch 
a Spirit, or loving to be great, or ſuch a ruling among them, as is in the World. 
No, Life alone, the Spixit alone, the humble Seed alone, the Truth alone, the 
Grace alone muit Rule among them: and God forbid the Authority and Go- 
vernment thereof, ſhould be ſtopt in any. It cannot be well with the Church, 
that it (hould be ſo; that God's Spirit ſhould be grieved or quenched, or Rtop- 
ped in its Holy Way of Governing, and Ordering the Church of its own Buil- 
ding. 
dy, That which would Exalt it ſelf becauſe of the Gifts it hath Received, 
and would bring others into SubjeQion ; this Spirit muſt be Subdued among Chriſt's 
Diſciples, or it will ruin all, God alone, Chriſt alone, the Spirit alone, che Truth 
alone, the Seed alone is to be Exalted in the Chvrch; not Fleſh, not Self, not 
the Aſpiring, Lofty, Ruling Spirit. 

Thirdly, The Lord gives Grace and Knowledge for another end, than for Men 
to take upon them to be Great, and Rule over others, becauſe of it. Man, with- 
out Grace, and True Knowledge, is High and Exalted, and would be Ruling over, 
and Subjeting others: But True Grace and Knowledge brings Man down, and 
keeps him low, even out of every deſire of Aſpiring, and Ruling over others, in 
earneſt Breathings and Endeavours, that both the Grace and Spirit may Teach, 
and Rule both over himſelf, and others. 

Fourthly, Becauſe God hath given a Man Knowledge; he muſt not take upon 
to Rule over others with his Knowledge. Chriſt did not Rule over his Diſci- 
ples with his Knowledge, nor require them to believe what he knew to be Truth. 
Nor may any Man at this Day, though never ſo full of Gods holy Spirit and 
Power, take upon him (above what his Lord and Maſter did) to Rule over 0- 
ther Mens Conſciences. If he do, he will do it out of the leadings of Life, and 
of Gods holy Spirit; and fo will wound, and hurt his own Life thereby : and ſo 
far as herein he prevails on others, he will hurt their Life too. 

Fifthly, Therefore this Spirit (which Chriſt never was of himſelf, nor encou- 
raged in his Diſciples) the Church is to watch over, beat down, teltify againſt, 
turn from, lay flat, and keep beneath all, and ſo not ſuffer jt to ariſe. 

Queſt, But doth all this hinder, deny, or oppoſe Chriſt's Spirit, Chriſt's Power, 
Chriſt's Trath, and Grace from ariſing in the Church, in a way of Spiritual, and 
Holy Government ? Becauſe Man is not to Aſpire, nor take upon him to Reign or 
Rule, becauſe of Grace, Gifts, or Knowledge Received ; Shall not therefore the 
Head Govern the Body? Shall not Life, and Truth, and the Wiſdom of God 
Spring in the Church, to Order, and Govern the Church ? But muſt every Man 
be leh to the DiRates of what he calls Light in him, and not be Reproved or 
Teftified againſt, though the Spirit of God Manifeſt it (to them that are indeed 
in the Light, Life, Spirit, and Power) that it is not Light, as perſons may pre- 
tend and imagine, but real Darkneſs, groſs Darkneſs, Darkneſs that may be feſt, 
even by the leaſt Babes that are in the true, living Senſe ? 


The 


—_— -— Aman ” 
—— 
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The Next Citation, 


lh this Rile of Chriſt had beers kept to, Anti-cbrifts power could never have got up; 
nor the poor innocent Lambs ſo often have been Worried by the Wolves, 

Confirm, It is moſt certainly true, if the wrong Anthority and Government had 
been kept down; if the Aſpiring, lofty Spirit, which exalts it ſelf, and loves to 
have the Preheminence, over that which it ſhould be ſubje& to both in it felf and 
others, had been judged, beat down, denied, turned from, &c. how could the 
ſpirit of Antichriſt, which is the ſpirit that would be Exalting it ſelf above all that 
is indeed of God, have | cne.Ah This is the Wolf that worries the Lambs : and 
if this Power and Spirit be kept out of the Church, how can there be any Wolf 
found there, to Worry the innocent Lambs, and ſheep of Chriſt ? 

Queſt. But did ever Anti-Chriſt's Power get up by the excerciſe of the Power 
of Chriſt in his Church? Doth not that Power turn againſt Anti-Chriſt, and keep 
out Anti-Chriſt? Did that Power ever Worry the Lambs? Nay, rather, doth it 
not cheriſh, feed, build up and preſerve the Lambs? And is it poſſible but Anti- 
Chriſts Power ſhould get up, unleſs this Power be watched to, and obſerved in 
its Ordering, and Governing the Church, and diſcovering the ſubtle working of the 
Wolviſh Spirit of Anti-Chrift; which appears'in the Sheeps Cloathing, and may 
pretend to the Light within, that it might draw Mcn from that which is indeed 
the Light within, into that which is indeed Darkneſs in the Sight of the Lord, 
and in the Sight of all that are kept truly Living, and' Senfible by Him ? 


—_— 


The Next Citation. 


= *—_ Work, of the Miniſter of Chriſt, is to keep the Conſcience open to Chriſt, 

nd to preſerve Men from Receiving any Truths as mw them, further than 
the Spirit opens ;, or to imitate any of their Prattices; further than the Spirit leads, 
guides, and perſwades them; for Perſons are exceeding prone to recewe things as Truths, 
from thoſe they have an high Opinion of, and to imitate their Prattices, and fo hurt 


their own Growth, and endanger their Souls. 


Confirm, When the Miniſter of Chriſt comes with the Goſpel of Chriſt, he finds 
men in darkneſs, with their Conſciences defiled, with the Door of the Heart ſhur 
againit Chriſt, Now his great work isto turn themto the Light, Spirit and Pow- 
er, whereby their Hearts may be opened, their Conſciences wafhed, and there 
may be a ready entrance for Chriſt's Spirit and Power into them, Then the Con- 
ſcience being opened to Chriſt, their great Endeavour, Labour and Work is to 
keep it open, and that that may not be let in again by them, which will ſhut it 
againſt Chriſt. For as there is one Spirit opens to Chriſt : ſo their is another 
will ſhut, even after the Heart and Conſcience is opened, if a man hearken to 


And the way of receiving Truth, is in the Evidence and Demonſtration of God”s 
Spirit in ones own particular : and this is for ever the aim and care of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt to keep men to, andnot to aliure men to receive Truths as from 
them, but from Chriſt; or to Imitate any of their praftices, further than the 
Spirit leads, guides and perſwades them. For the Miniſters of Chriſt are ſenſible, 
how exceeding prone Perſons are to receive things as Truths, from thoſe they 
have an high Opinion of; and to imitate their practices, and ſo hurt their own 
growth, and endanger their Souls, Now it lies on my heart to teſtify, upon this 
Occaſion, that I have ſound the Miniſters of Chriſt, whom I have converſed with, 
in-this Age, walk ſo towards me and others, till turning me to that Light, Spi- 
rit and Truth in my own particular, wherein the knowledg of Truth was to be 
given 
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ven me by the Lord, and not impoſing upon me that which they. .knew to bt 
Truth, before the Lord had prepared and fitted my Heart for the Knowledg theres 
of. And this is ſtill the Courſe and Practice of the Miniſters of Chriſt to his 
Day. | 4 
| Qneſt. But muſt not the Miniſter ,of Chriſt, who is ordained of God to watch 
for the Soul, watch againſt that, which (if hearkened to by any particular) will 
ſhut the Conſcience againſt Chriſt, and open it to another Spirit, who is often, 
working in a Myſtery to deceive it? And if they ſee the workings of this other 
Spirit in any, _ they not, in Faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and to the Souls of ſuch, 
tro warn them of it? And if any, having let in the wrong Spirit, turn from, and 
deny, the practices which the Lord once taught them (and wherein the teſtimony 
of Truth Rands) into praftices which are of the World, and anſwer the worlds 


Spirit, and tend to weaken the faithful Teſtimonies of otkers in the true Light. 


and Spirit ; ought the Miniſter of Chriſt to leave this Perſon to. its openneſs to 
a wrong Spirit, and wrong praQtices, wherein they deny the Lord that bought 
them and enlightened them, and are ſhut up againit the Viſitations and Teſtimo-, 
nies of God's true Spirit and Power in his Children, who keep their Habitations 
in that Light, wbich theſe are departed from, though they make never ſo great 


pretences to it? | 


——_— 


The Next Cication. 


A #H poor Hearts how ſimply do they come thither where they once taſted refreſh= 


3 ment, to find wholſome advice, not ſuſpetting what ts got up there ſince; and 
fo grve Dominion to a wrong thing, and take direttions from a wrong Spirit, and be= 


tray their own ſimplicity f Therefore the main ns is ro keep the Conſcience pure 16. 


the Lord, and not to take things for Truths becauſe others ſee them tro be Traths, bus 
zo wait 14/1 the Spirit makes them manifeſt to me; nor to run into Worſhips, Dacies, 
Performances, or Prattices, becauſe others are led thither, but to wait till the Syiris 
lead me thither ; he that makes haſte to be Rich (even in Keligion, running into know- 
ledg, and into Worſhips and Performances before he fecl a true and clear evidence) 
1 not be innocent, nor the Lord will not hold him Gmlile/s, when be comes to viſit 
for Spiritual Adultery and Idolatry. ; ; | 
Confirm, This hath been experienced in this our day, more than once; when 
ſome, having departed from the Power whereby the innocent Lambs had taſted ſweet 
Nouriſhment and Rcf. eſhment through them, and have come afterwards for thur 
which is wholſome, not ſuſpeting what was got up in them ſince, and ſo gave 
Dominion to a wrong thing, and took directions froma wrong Spirit, and be- 
treyed their own ſimplicity. | EE 
weſt. But had theſe reſorted to the Church, and waited for judgment from the 


Church, to whom God has given eyes to ſee, in ſuch caſes as may paſs the Eyc- 


Sighe of the Particular, and a mouth to ſpeak; might not the Church have bein 
Inſtrumental to have opened the true eyc in them allo, and ſo have preſerved them 
from being inſnared, by any that ran out from the Truth in their own Particy- 
lars, and lolt their Habitation therein? And mark, when the Church was in its 
great Glory, cloathed with the Sun, and the Moon under its feet, and Crowned 
with a Crown of twelve Stars; yet the Dragon, even then, might ptevail 1 p- 
on ſome Stars, and with his tail ſweep them down from their place : but the Church 
he could not prevail upon. The gates of Hell, the Power of the Dragon, the 
mouth of the Dragon, .nay the tail of the Dragon (which what if i ſhould ſay 
is the falſe prophet within) cannor, | 
Further Confirm. Indeed, the main thing is to keep the Conſcience pure to the 
Lord. To bring men to that which Purifies the Conſcience, and ro keep them to 
it, this is the great work, Men mult not take things for Truths, becauſe 
others ſee them to be Truths (that is not God's way, nor did his Miniſters evec 
ſo tcach ) but to wait till God's Spirie makes on manifeſt to the Particular. 
Nor 


b_ 
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Nor muſt men run into Worſhips, Duties, Perſermances or Pratice + | 
Son are led thither, but wait till the ſp5rir lead every one in bis vey om 


ar . 

Laeſt, Where is the Faithfyll Miniſter that teacheth otherwiſe, or praQiſerh 6- 

e at this day? I am ſure 1 never met with any thing of this Nature from 
any of them, but only one that ran out in his own Particular, who firſt chien: 
voured to draw me from eſteeming or taking dire&ions from” others; and thehh 
would have given me direCtions himſelf, and would ſpeak and undertake to pros 
pheſy great ings of me, that he might have raiſed up that part'in- me; which 
could have anſwered him. And though he himſelf be dead, yer his /p;>ir is a- 
live in others at this day, which the Lord difcover and preſerve his Peopic from. 

_ Further Confirm. It is not good to makehaſt to be Rich (no not in Religion) 
He that rightly believeth, and abideth in the true” and living Faith,” makes: nor 
hafte to run into knowledge, worſhips and petforniances, before kie fect his guide! 
but rather chuſeth to be as a weaned Child, lying low before-the Lord, in bro« 
Kkenneſs of Spirit, and not medling with things too high for him ; and ſo he is 
kept in ncy, Poverty and Humility before the Lord, and 'preſerved ovt- of 
the bed of the (the. Spirit and' Power) ard ſo not judge or con- 
demned by the Lord, for either ſpiritual Adultery or Idolatry. 

Tha But he that lets in a wrong Spirit, that miſtakes about the Light in him 
and judgeth that which is indeed darkneſs to be it, and errs frofn the true Church, 
and denies the Authority of God's Spirit and Power in it, and is not preſerved 
thereby, but catangled and bewitched with this wrorig Spirit, and in it teſtifies 
againſt the true Church and true Spirit, and the Miniſtry and Miniſters of Chriſt ; 
is not he joyhed to the Spirit of whoredom' in his own Particular ? and: tath got 
he ſet up an Idol in his own heart, inftead of the true Light there? and+dothirigg 
he worſhip and obey that Idol, that wrong Spirit, that wrong: Power? and: will 
not = Lord viſit and judg him for his Spiritual Adultery and Idolatry from the 


The next Citation. 


N the Apoſtles dayes, Chriſtians were too apt to flrive after a waong Unity ard Uni: 
formity Pp outward Prattices and ate apo to fie $a one Father xd hreonſly 
n theſe _ And Mark, it is not the different Praftice from one another that breaks 


the Peace 


Confirm, This is ſo manifeſt from that Scripture ons by me, which is cre 
omitted, that he that ſhall read that Scripture, which is Rom, 14. may cafilyob- 
ſerve the Apoſtle — and teaching theſe things. 

That even in the Apoſtles dayes, Chriſtians were too apt to ſtrive after a wrong 
Unity and Uniformity, in outward praQtices and obſervations, and to judg ore 
another unrighteouſly in theſe things, is manifeſt from the ſeveral inſtructions and 


exhortations given to this Church, in this ch, as ver, 2, 3, 4. Ore bilicyeh that 
be 


I 
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he may eatall things : another” who is weak:, eateth herbs, Let net him that 2ateth, 
deſpiſe him that eateth not ;/ and let not him that enteth not, Fixdo him that eateth: 
for God: hath: received him; Wio art thou that: Tudgeſt another mans ſervant ? te 
his owe Maſter he ſtandethy or faileth; yea he ſhalt be bolder np, for God is able io 
make him- ſiavd. ; 

Yea in matters of Worſhip, (as keeping and- obſerving a day to God or nor 
keeping it) 'ir is not the different praftice-from one another that breaks the peace, 
but the judging: of one another, becauſe of differing praRtices. So the Apoſtle plzi- 
ly holds forth, ver. 5, 6. One man! efteemeth one day above another + another eſteem 
eth every'day. Let every man be fully perſwaded in' his own mind. He that regar/ 
eth the day, rigardeth it unto the Lord; and* he that regardeth net the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regard it, He that eateth, eatcth to the Lord, for he ewvcth God 
thanks; and he thar eateth nor, to the Lord be catcth not, and grverh God 
thanks. 

And he that draws: another: to any. practice,. before the Life in his own particu 
far lead him, doth as much as in him lics to deſtroy the Soul of that Perſon. So 
the Apoſtle ſignifies: ver. 5. (which was-quoted in my book) in that he faith, 
Deſtroy not hum with tby meat, for whom Chriſt Dyed; So chat not an outward 
Uniformity in all things;. but an Unity in the one Spirit and Life is the necefſary 
thing. And there may- be Unity, and Love, and Life, and Peace without an U- 
niformity- in praQtice, further: than the Spirit of God teacheth and leadeth His 
unto; 
 Queſb. But if the Lord hath: taught a man, opened the ſame eye in him that 
he opened in others, and brought him into Unity and Uniformity with the Church 
in the practices' which the Lord hath tavght it; and he afterwards It in another 
Spirit, and fall from theſe practices; and Judg the very Church it ſelf for con- 
_ in_ them; may not the Church. teitiffly to this Perſon, that he is erred 
from: his guide, hath loft; the: right Judg in himſelf, and ſo Judgeth amiſs, both 
concerning- himſelf| and concerning: the Church of: God ? This hath been the State 
of ſome, who went out-fromamong us formerly:;;- and: may alſo be the tate of ſome 
who go out fron us now. For: as there: ig-one that gathers tothe true Church ; ſs 
there is another thati endezvours ro: draw” and ſcatter from it, and then to cauſe 
men to turn head againſt it, as if it were not of GoJ, but Apoſtatized from the 
Spirit and Principle of Truth, which indeed is their own ſtate and condition in 
God's ſight; but not the Churches which was gathered and is preſerved by him, 
Glory to the Lord, over all the accuſations of the accuſer, through what mouth 


ſoever he utter them forth. 


—_ 


The next Citation. 


How ſweet and pleaſant is it ro the truly Spiritual eye, to ſz: ſeveral ſorts of be- 
a lievers, ſeveral forms of Chriſtians in the School of briſt, every one learning 
their own Leſſon, performing their own peculiar ſeruice, and knowing, owning, and 
loving one another in their ſeveral places, and different performences to thur Maſt- 
e&r, to whom they are to give an account, and not to quarrel one with another about 
their different prattices ? This us the true ground of Love, and Unity, not that ſuch 
4 man walks and des jaſt as ] do, but betauſe 1 feet the ſame Spirit of Life mm 
him, and that he walks in his rank,, u his own order, in his proper way and place 
of ſubjettion to that, And this is far more pleaſing to me, than if he walked jt in the 
track, wherein 1 walk; (nay [o far as } am ſpirnual) I cannot ſo much as deſire that 
be ſhoald do ſo, untill be be particularly led thereto, by the ſame ſpirit that led me, 


Confirm, The ſpiritual eye beholdeth things aright, beholdeth things in the Lord, 
and taſteth ſweetneſs in; and is pleaſed with that which is Spiritual. If every 
one did eye the Lord, ſubjet to the Lord, anſwer the Light and Spirit of the Lord- 
in their own hearts? though the forms in the ſchool of Chriſt be higher or low, 
er, the lcſſons different, and the praQtices anſyerable; yet every one mind- 


ing 


(28) 
ing his own place and Leſſon, and performing his own peculiar ſervice, th{ 
Spiritual eye would be delighted therewith, And thoſe that are of the true Seed 
and Birth do know, own, and love one another in their ſevcral places, 1d diffe= 
rent performances to their Maſter to whom they are to give an account; and do 
not quarrel with one another about their different performances, O how {weet- 
ly is this praiſed and 'experienced among vs at this day ! 

And Unity in the Life, is the ground of true Brotherly love, and fcilowſhip. 
Not that anotter man walks juſt as I do: but though be be weaker or itrong- 
er, yet he walks by the ſame Principle of Light, and is felt in the (ame ſpirit 
of Life, which guideth both the weak and the ſtrong, in their ſeveral ranks, or- 
der, proper way and place of ſubjeion, to that one Spirit of Life aud Truth, 
which all are to be ſujbe& to. 

Nay, he that is truly Spiritual and ftrong iv the Light and Spirit of the Lord, 
cannot defire that the weak ſhould walk juſt 8s he does; but only as they are 
ſtrengthened, taught and led thereunto, by the ſame Spirit that ſtrengthened, 
taught and led him, 

Queſt, This is true concerning every one that is in the Faith, that is in the 
true Light, that is in the true Spirit; and keeps his rank, order, place and fub- 
jection, though in a weak and low degree: but will this hold good concerning 
any that have erred from the Faith, have made ſhipwrack thereof, and have turn- 
ed from the true Light and Spirit in themſelves, and left their rank, order and 
teſtimony againſt the World, and are again become one with the World, even in 
thoſe very practices which the Spirit of the World delights in, and which the 
Spirit of the Lord hath teſtified, and till teſtifieth againſt, in all that are Faith- 
ful, and keep to their firſt Love and: Light? Is the Church to bear with theſe 
in their praftices, or own ſuch Spirits, or believe that they now walk according 
to the Light which firſt convinced them ? Is not the Spirit of Judgment with the 
Church? Hath not God given her diſcerning ? Hath ſhe not Power and Autho- 
rity from God to try Spirits? yea and to judg falſe Spirits, that have loſt their 
habitation in the Light, though may ſtill pretend -ro dwell there; Can ſhe 
not try thoſe which ſay they are Jews and are not, but have loſt the Light, 
Spirit and Power which Circumciſeth, and keeperh Circumciſed, and are run back 
into the uncircumciſed paths of the World again, which came from, and anſwer 
the uncircumciſed Spirit and Nature, both in themſelves and others ? 


——_— 
et Eg, 
— 


The next Citation. 


Nd he, that knows what it is to receive any Truths from the Spirit, and to be 

led into the prattices by the ſpirit, and how prone the Fleſhly part is to make 
haſt, and how dangerous that haſt is, will not be forward to preſs 1s Knowledg or 
Prattices upon others, but rather wait patiently till the Lord fit them for the recerve- 
ing thereof, and fear leſt they ſhould receive and prattice too ſoon, even in that part 
which cannot ſerve the Lord 

Confirm, 1 will ſend the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, ſaith Chriſt to his Di- 
ſciples, and he ſhall lead you into all Truth. Now the Diſciple of Chriſt is led 
into Truth, in the Croſs to that part, wherein ethers may receive the Notions 
of things, yea perhaps of Truth it ſelf, And the Diſciple muſt alſo abide in 
the Croſs, after that the Lord hath given him the true Knowledg, or he cannot 
be rightly led into the praQtice of what he knows. So that the Diſciple comes very 
hardly, both by his Knowledg, and by his Ability to practiſe, what the Spirit of 
God teacheth him and requireth of him, There is a fleſhly part, indeed 
Prone to make haſt : but that haſt is dangerous, and that- fleſhly part, in all its 
haſty Deſires and Motions, is to be denyed, and kept down, Ard he that is dili- 
gent in denying, and keeping down that Fleſhly part in himiclf (with the - for- 
wardneſs and haſtineſs thereof) cannot eaſily be forward to preſs his knowledg 


and practices vpon others; but will be patiently waiting on the Lord, for _ 
indly 
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kindly and ſcaſonable underſtanding of theTruth, and growth in. itzand fear left 
they ſhould run before their guide, and. be practiſing top, ſoon even in that Part 
which cannot ſerve the Lord : forthe Lord mult beſerved and. worſhiped in his 
Spirit and Truth, and thither are all to be direted and brought, and there is e- 
very mind to be ſtayed and kept, or it cannot worſhip and ſerve aright. 

Onep But what if a man entertain a wrong Spirit, and let go the Truths he 
had received, and turn from the Practices which Gods Spirit taught him, into the 
Spirit and PraQtices of the world, which Gods Spirit hath teſtiped and wil} for 
ever teſtify againſt? Is not the Church to deny this ſpiz;e, and theſe praQices, 
and the perſon that hath hearkened to this ſpire, and is found in theſe Practices ? 
that he may turn from this ſpiri: and practices, to the true ſpirit, and to the 
true teſtimony and pratices which it once taught him, and ill teacheth all thac 
hearken to its voice and holy motions, and lilten not to the voice and inſtiga- 
tions of a ſtranger, 


— 


The next Citation, 


T#* great Error of the ſtate of the Apoſtacy, hath been to ſet up anoutward or- 

der and uniformity, and to make men's Conſciences bend thereto, either by Ar- 
guments of wiſdom, or by force; but the property of the true Church-Government 75, 
zo leave the Conſcience to its full liverty in the Lord, to preſerve it ſingle and entire 
for the Lord to exerciſe, and to ſeek Unity in the Light, and in the Spirit, walking 
ſweetly and harmoniouſly together in the midſt of differing Praftices, 


Confirm, That there have been Ages of Apoſtacy, from the truc Spirit and Pow- 
er of the Apoſtles, is very manifeſt, both by the Doctrines, Difcipline and crucl 
PraQices of thoſe, that would have themſelves accounted the true Church, and 
true Believers and Chriſtians, And that they have ſet up an outward Order and 
Conformity, and have uſed both Arguments of Wiſdom and alſo Force, to make 
men's Conſciences to bend thereto; this is as manifeſt as the former. Now that 
this hath been an Errour, and a great Errour, is very manifeſt alſo : becauſe it is 
contrary to the Nature of Conſcience, which is to be led by God's Spirit, not 
bent by mans wiſdom and conſtraint; and contrary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles Doc- 
trine and Praftice, who would have every man fully perſwaded of what he per- 
forms to God, from whom he muſt receive the reward and approbation, or the 
diſlike and puniſhment, for his anſwering or diſobeying the Light which God ſets 
up, or cauſech to ſhine in his own Conſcience, 

And the property of the true Church-Government, and the Practice and Path 
of the true-Church in theſe our dayes, is to leave the Conſcience to its full liber- 
ty in the Lord: to preſerve it ſingle and entire for the Lord, and to ſeek Unity in 
the Light, and in the Spirit, walking ſweetly and harmoniouſly together in the 
midſt of differing pr:Qtices. Nay, it is not the deſire of the Church at this day, 
that any ſhould come vp into the Practice, or holy Order of the Goſpel, according 
to what the Lord hath taught others; but only as the Lord teacheth and leadeth them. 

#:ft, Concerning what Conſcience is this to be underſtood? is It to be under- 
flood of the tender and weak Conſcience ? or of the hard and ſeared Conſcience. 
For the Conſcience which God once made tender, may afterwards come to be ſear. 
ed and hardened: and is the Church of Chriſt, which is guided by the Spirit and 
Wiſdom of God, taught and required by him fo to aX towards the hard and 
feared Conſcience, as it is towards the tender anJ weak Conſcience? ls the hard 
and ſeared Conſcience, which hath forſaken the true Light, Spirit and iPower, and 
turned againſt the Truth, and is in a wrong, fliff, wilful, hardened liberty and 
ſubrilty, to be leſt to its liberty, and to that fpirit which draweth it out and 
hardeneth it in a wrong liberty? Can there be any Unity in the Light and 


in the Spirit had, with thoſe who are erred from ps ight and from the Epirit 
and 


_ 
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and are deceived in their own hearts concerning it, and do but _ pretend to it 3 
Can they walk ſweetly and harmoniouſly together in differing prattices, who differ 
alſo in the Ground, and are not one in the Foundation, even in the true Light and 
Spirit of the Lord ? Ovught not the Church to Judge this Spirit, with its liberty 
and evil conſcience (for that Spirit will make the conſciences of all that lec it in, 
evil) as well as, to the utmoſt, to cheriſh the Liberty of the tender Conſciences in 
and to the Lord ? Read and Confider thefe Scriptures following, Tir. 1. 15. 1 Tim. 


1, 19, and chap, 4. 2. 


dz CCS IE — 


The next Citation. 


5 A Nd this I can truly ſay concerning my ſelf, 1 never found my Spirit forward 

to draw any, either to any thing I believed to be trne, or to any prattice or 
way of Worfhip 1 obſerd or walked in; but deſired that the Power and leadings of 
Life might go before them, and I was afraid leſt Men ſhould receive things from my 
band, and not from the Lord's. He hath written in the Margent of the Book he 
ſent me, Oh, what « tender Spirit was here | intimating as if it were not ſo with 
me now. 


Confirm, Weſſed be the Lord, it was ſp with me formerly, and is ſo with me daily 
more and more: For as I wait on the Lord in his Truth, which makes tender; fo 
upon this occaſion, being forced to it, I cannot but confeſs, that I Witneſs the Lord 
daily more and more Uniting my Spirit to him in his Truth; and as Truth increaſeth, 
ſo the Tenderneſs which comes from it, ſtill increaſeth in me; and I do not (nay, I 
may ſay cannot, the contrary is ſo written on my Heart) ſo much as defire, to drive 
any to what prafttice or way of Worſhip I believe to be true, and am taught of God 
to obſerve ; but this is the longing of my Soul, that the Power and Leadings of Life 
may go before them, and [ daily behave my ſelf as one that is afraid, leſt men ſhould 
receive things from my Hand, and not from the Lords, | 

eſt. Yet, where I find Perſons manifeſtly Warp and turn afide from the Truth, 
and let in a wrong thing, and Teſtify againſt the Truth and Way of the Lord, 
and their Hearts hardened by the ſubtilry of him, who hath deceived them ; may 
I not ſingly and faithfuly teſtify it to them, & breath to the Lord ſor them that they may 
return to the true Spirit, and to the Holy Teſtimony and PraCtices thereof, and noe 
Condemn ſuch, as Departers from the Light and Truth, who abide in it; nor juſtify 
themſelves as abiding in it, when they are really departed from it ? 


His laſt Citation of Words of mine, is out of another Book, Entituled, 4» A: 
ſwer to the Common Objeftion, &c. p. 8. 


__— I 


The Words are theſe. 


J- Power therefore in the Church which ſpares the Hypocyites, (who can eaſily 
comply with an outward Conformity in Worſhip without feeling an inward Life 
and Vertne) but lights heavy on that which was tender and ſhie in matters of Worſhip, 
that is not the true Church-Power ; but at beft, but a Connterfeir of the True, 


Confirm, The Power which Chriſt hath given his Church is not to ſpare Hypo- 
crites, who may eaſily comply with an outward Uniformity in Worſhip, withour feel- 
ing an inward Life and Vertue. And ſuch are not ſpared, but ſmote at by the Spi- 
rit and Power of God among us very often: And O that there were no Hypo- 
crites and formal Spirits among us; but that all that profeſs the Truth were in the 
Truth, and ſubject to jt, and did live the Life of it ! Nor doth the true Church- 
Power light heavy on that- which is tender and ſhy in matters of Worſhip _ 

the 


\. 
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the Miniſtry of tie true Church is to the Conſcience, as in Gods Sight, ard is very 
render of it,as before him, to whom it is to give an Account of the ſpiritual Power it 
hath received from him, and of the exerciſe of ir. That Pox er therefore which ſpares 
the Hypocrites, and lights heavy cn that which is tender and ſhie in matters of 
Worſhip, to be ſure is not the true Church-Power, but at beſt but a Counterfeit 
of the True. | 

Queſt. But that Power in the Church which doth not ſpare Hypocrites, but is ver# 
gentle and render to all renderConſciences, is not that the true Church-Power ? Ang 
who is the Hypoerite? Is it not he thar pretendeth to the Light, when he is ceparted 
from it, an Hipocrite? And he which ſetteth up that which he calls Light in himſclt, 
and denieth that which is- indeed true Light, and which iſſueth forth from Gods Ho- 
ly Spirit in his Church , is not he an Hypocrite ? And hath not the Church Power 
to judg all his falſe pretences, and to try his Spirit, by the true Light and Spirit 
of the Lord Jeſus, which is till preſent with the true Churc':? lf the Spirit of 
Chriſt be indced preſent with his Church; ſurely it cannot but have Power and 
Authority, to try, judg, and condemn every thing that is of a contrary Spirit and 
Nature, in all falſe Pretenders whatſoever; who by their pretences to the true 
Light, cannot ſhelter that which is indecd contrary to it, . from the Holy and 
Righteous judgment of the Spirit, and Power of God in his Church, 


Thus 1 have gon? over theſe ſcveral Citations of Fohn Pennymars, and purntually 
ſet themi down as he hath Cited them, and ſpoken more words to the Confirma- 
tion of them, to Manifeſt to others, as I find it plainly with me before the Lord, 
that 1 am fully the ſame at this day, in the ſenſe and belief of my Heart, as ! 
was then, believing the ſame Truth, and as ready to hold it forth, if the Lord, 
at any time, ſhall call me unto it, as 1 was then, But I was not then againſt true 
Church-Government, hor did intead this to encourage any Man to ſhelter himſelf, 
by a pretence to the Light in himſcf, againſt true Church-Government. aſſured- 
ly knowing, that the Spirit of the Prophets is ſubje& to the Prophets, and that 
he that is truly ſubjet to the Light and Spiric of God in his own Heart, will 
be taught thereby to ſubject to it alſo in others.” For the Life, Spirit and Power 
of God doth not riſe in vain in any and he thet hath the true Ear open, will hear 
its Voice in whom ſoever it ſpezks, and he that doth not hear its Voice, when it 
ſpeaks through any to him, doth not hear with the Circumciſed Far, nor under- 
ſtand with the Curcumciſed Heart. So that John Pennyman, in Citing theſe my Words, 
as if in ſo writing, 1 was againſt true Church-Covernment, or for ſctting up the 
Judgment of any particular Man (upon any pretence whatſoever) above the Senſe, 
Underſtanding, and Judgment of the true Church, doth me great wrong, even before 
the Lord, who knoweth that it was otherwiſe with me in that Day; and he greatly 
wrongeth my Words, which Cid not ſignify any ſuch thing : For in the very ſame Book, 
and in ſome of the pages which he Quotes, there is expreſſed a Senſe of, and a 
Teſtimony to the true Church-Government, which I am aſſured the Spirit of the 
Lord will give forth ant] lead His into, as the Neceſſities and Occaſions of the 
Church require. For as the Lord is not wanting to the particular, ſo will he 
not be wanting to the general: Bur he is faithſul, who hath promiſed to be with 
his Church and People, who wait upon him, and look up to him for the Light 
and Judgment of his Spirit in things, wherein tc Engrgeth them, and which re- 
quire their ſingle diſcerning and judgment in. 

\ To Manifeit therefore, from' this very Book what my Belief was, and how 
hearty I was to Church-Government, and ſenſible of the neceſſity and uſefulneſs 
of it, I ſhall Recite ſome Paſſages out of it. 

Firſt, | ſhall mention the Title of that part of my Book, which had John Per 
nyman expreſſed fully, as it is in the Title-page, he had done me ſome Right, ard 
manifeſted ſomewhat of my Senſe concerning true Church-Government. The 
Title, in the Title Page, 15 thus, Whereunto ſomewhat is added abont the Authority 
and Government, whici Chriſt excluded our of his C hurch, which «ccaſfioneth ſomewhat 
toncerning the true Churth-Gourrnmtnt, _ 

als 
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This might have poiſed Peoples Spirits, in the Reading of his. C:rations, from 
judging _ to dired men to the ſetting up of any thing in their Minds and Con- 
ſciences, which they may call Lightin oppoſition to the Light and Spirit of God iri 
his Church, or to ſet up a p_ judgment in themſelves, above the Light and judg- 
ment of Gods Spirit in the Church, For as the Church is to be tender of every 
Member, ſo every Member is to be tender and regardful towards the Church, and 
of the Power and Authority which God hath given it. 


The next Paſſage that is on me to mention is p. 76. 


There is nothing to hurt in the Mountain of Gods Holineſs; but there is a Righte-= 
ous Scepter, a ſweet Scepter, a ſpiritual Scepter, which reacheth the Spirit in the Powey of 
Life, but toucheth not the outward Man. To which I may add, The Power of the 

Church, is not to hurt the outward Man, Nay, nor the Soul neither : But is for 
the deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Soul may be ſaved. And when the Church 
hath teſtified againſt their Pratices, or, denied their Spirit, it leaves them to the 
Lord; yet ſtill praying to him, that Repentance may be given them, and Mercy 
ſhewed them by him, whoſe Mercy endures for ever. 


Another Paſſage in p. 7 7. 


) 

Let the Life in every one Riſe over it, (ſpeaking of the Proud, Aſpiring Spirit) and 
trample _ it: And afterwards, that in thee may ariſe which is fit to Teach, yea, 
and to Rule in the Lord, &&c. 


P. 783. The Example of Chriſt is urged, who did not exerciff a wrong Authority 
over his Diſciples, though he was their Lord and Maſter, which ſignified both Great- 
neſs above them, and Authority over them, ſee lin. 15. Yet Chriſt took, not upon him 
this kind of Greatneſs, nor did Exerciſe this kimd of Authority ; But he was 4 Servant, 
&c. and did Miniſter, 

So that there was one kind of Greatneſs and Authority which Chriſt did not 
Exerciſe, and which his Church alſo is not to meddle with : But there was another 
kind of Authority which he had, and which he, who hath all Power in Heaven 
and Earth, giveth to his Church to partake with him in, and to AQ in his 

ame, 

But what ſhould I mention any ſuch ſmall touches at the thing, when it is di- 
realy ſpoken to in a Queſtion pro ed, and the ye thereto p. 79, 80. &«c ? 
I ſhall therefore ſet down the Queſtion, and part of the Anſwer thereto; the 
Whole being too long to be here Inſerted. 


veſt. But, is thrre to be no Greatneſs, no Authority among the Diſciples of Jeſus, 
-- the Church of Chriſt * Is every ” to do what be wit, . be [chic ft own 
Fancies, and Imaginations, to the Inventions of his own corrupt Heart? What a 
C0 ſe Building will this be ? ſurely this will not long remain a Zion, but ſoon become 
a Babylon, even a Heap of Diſorder and Confuſion, 

Anſw. There is to be no ſuch kind of Greatneſs, no ſuch kind of Authority. Ter 
there is both a Greatneſs and Authority ſuitable to the State of Diſciples, ſuitable to 
that kind of Kingdom whereof they are, There are Laws, there are Governments, 

op there are Governours, there is Ruling and there is Subjettion;, but all in the Spirit, 
all ſuitable to that which is to be Governed : but no Government of, or according to the 
Fleſh. As Chriſts Kingdom is not of this World, fo the Government of His Church and 
People 1s not according to the World, but as that which gathers is his Spirit, and that 
which is gathered is Spiritual : ſo that which is governed is the Spirits of his People, 
and they are to be governed by his Spirit and ſpirunally, and not after a fleſbly man- 
7 fr. Thus Chriſt bunſelf, though he Miniftred to his Diſciples, yet he alſo was ther 
Lord and Maſter, and im the Spirit and Life of the Father Ruled over them; axd 
thus the Apoſtles, and other Miniſters of Chriſt had likewiſe in the Spirit, the Care of 
the Churches and Authority m the Lord, by bis ſpirit ro govern the ſpirits of his Peo- 


ple - 
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ple : not to govern after @ fleſhly manner, by their own V Pills, no to preſcribe them £1; 
© Lordly way, either what they ſhould believe cr prattife, but in the Liskt, and im Power 
of the Spirit, to mahe their way into every ones Conſcience um the ſight of God, Min:- 
firing to every one in the ſpirit according to their capacity ard growth, and waiting 
Patrently for God to convey the Food and Nouriſhment, and to build their ſpmrits up an 
the Faith thereby. 

The Spirit of the Prophets is ſubjef® to the Prophets. Here is the Government? 
here is the Law of Rule, and Subjettion in the Life, Eve y one feeling a Meaſure if 
the Spirit in himſelf, is thereby Taught to own, and ſubjett to @ greater Meaſure of 
rhe ſame Spirit in another, Ht that bath no. Meaſure of the Spirit «f God, he is n6t 
of God, be is none «f Chriſts: and he that bath received a Meaſure of the Spiric 
w2 the ſame Spirit feeleth anothers Meaſure, and owneth it in its place and ſervice, 
and khnoweth its moving, and cannot quench it, but giveth way to it with Joy and de» 
light, When the Spirit moves in any one to peak; the ſame Spirit moves in the other, 
to be ſubjeft and grove way: and ſo every one- eping to his own Meaſure in the Spi- 
rit, here can be no diſorder, but true Subjettion of every Spirit : and where this is 
wanting, it cannet be ſupplied by any. outward Rule, or Order ſet up mm the Church 
by common Conſent ; for that is Fleſhly, and lets in the Fleſh, and deſtroys the true 


Order, Rule, and Subjeftion, 


And then to limit the Government aright, theſe two preciovs Cautions or Di- 
rections arc added, pag. 85, which I am ſure will: anſwer the Truth, and Wit- 


neſs of God in every Conſcience, 


Firſt, Care muſt be haa, that nothing Govern in the Church of Chriſt, but the Spi. 
rit of Chriſt, 

Secondly, That the Conſcience be kept Tender, that nothing be received but accor- 
ding to the Light in the Conſcience. 


There is likewiſe an Obje&ien anſwered about Uniformity, pag. 87, 88, which 
not being-very- large, and- tending. further to- open the Senſe of my Heart in this 
thing, I ſhall alſo here annex. 


ObjeA. But is not Uniformity lovely, and-doth not the Apoſile exhort Chriſtians 
to be of one Mind, and were it not a ſweet thing if we were all of one Heart, and 
one Way? 4 | 

Anſw. Tea, Uniformity is very lovely, and to be defired, and waited for, as the Spirit 

the Lord which is one, leads and draws into one. But. for the Fleſhly part (the Wiſe rea- 
þ ut part of Man) by Fleſhly wayes and - means, to ſtrive to bring about a Fleſhly 
Uniformity, which inſnares, and overbears, the tender Conſcience; this is not Love- 
ly, nor Spiritual, nor Chriſtian. And the Apoſtle who exhorts Chriſhians to one Mind, 
yet doth not 'bid them force one another into one Mind, but walk  rogether ſweetly ſo 
far as they had attained, and wherein they were otherwiſe minded, God i his due time 
would reveal more to them, Phil. 3. 15, 16. He that bath, to bim (hall be given, 
And the Intent, and Work, of the' Miniſtry (with. the ſeveral: Miniſtratians of 1). is 
to bring into the Unity Ephef; 4. 13.) 4s perſons art able to; fallow, and not to 
force al AMen into one 'Prattice or "Way; that's the way to. Deſtroy the Faith, and 
the True Unity, and at beſt can introduce but a Fleſbly appearance of Unity. in ſuch 
a form of Worſhip and wn I as eats out the' Power, And far being of. . one, 
Heart, and one Way, Bliftd- the Lord, this. is in; Meaſure Known, and. Witneſs, 
ſed. The Way is one, Chriſt: the Truth of God, and' He that 5s in, the Faith, and 
in the Obedience to that Light whith: ſhines from bis Spiris into the Heart of every, 
Believer, hath a Taſt of the one Heart, and' of the 'ong Way ; and 'knoweth, that no 
variety of Prattices (which 15. of God). can make 4 breach in 'the True Unity, This 
is the one Way, for every. one to be ſubjeftt to that: Light of Chriſt's Spirit, which be. 
bath Received from Chriſt, and every one keeping there; there is alſe one' Heart kept 
in themidſt of all the variety, and dvverſity of. Frafkices, And the Unity being 1bus 


kept, alt will come into ont Outwardly alſo at dengths as the Light  graws in every 
one, 
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vie, and as every ore grows into the Light : but this winft be patiently waited for, 
from the Haud of God (who hath the right way of effetting it, and Nh, ——_ f 6 
do it) and not harſhly, and cruelly Attempted by the rough Hand vf Man. 


Now 1 deſire all that would not Injure, and Wrong another (in taking part of 
ones Sence and Mind, and Concealing the other) to obſerve, how ſcrious my 
Heart is in the Sight of the Lord, concerning Church-Government, and Unity, 
and Uniformity among the People of the Lord, in the Spirit and Power of the 
Lord, as the Lord ſhall pleaſe Rightly, and Orderly to bring it forth, and not 
otherwiſe. And my Words ſo yy ſignifying, and holding forth this, O how 
will 7. Pennyman Anſwer it to the Great God, for thus Miſ-repreſenting me, and 
ſtriving to make my Words fignify that which they never did, and as a Proof 
how contrary our Doctrine was then, to what it hath been of late Years ; where- 
as in that very Book he cites, my Words are full concerning Church-Govern- 
ment, the Authority of the Church, and the Duty of SubjeQion to it in the Life, 
as was before recited, 

I have been in a great Travel of Spirit for F, Pennyman, the Lord having ſhew- 
ed me his Spirit and State (as he hath alſo done to many others, who abide in 
that pure, holy Light, which he hath forſaken; and is departed from) and this hath 
been the Cry of my Heart to the God, and Father of my Life for him, in great 
Brokenneſs, and Tears many times, Father forgive him, for he knows not what he 
does, He knows not what Spirit and Power he atls againſt, noy what Spirit and 
Power it is that leads him. O that he might ſee it, and turn from it, and Live! 
And O that all that Err, and are miſtaken in Judgment, might have a Senſe of 
that which is Truth indeed, and of that which is Darkneſs indeed in their own Hearts ; 
and might not put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs, as too many now 
do, to the great hurt of their own Souls, and the hardening of others againſt God's 
precious Way and Truth, which will be Bitterneſs in the Latter End, uno all 
ſuch. 


—_—=H=_ 


THREE or FOUR 


CONSIDERATIONS 


: Added, Concerning 


Lhurch-Government. 


Firſt, Hat it is the Holy Will, and Pleaſure of the Great God, that his 
Church ſhould be Governed by his Holy Spirit and Power Revealed 

Fekey _ - _ _ of _ and not of Confuſion, and he would 

have ev ing in t ight, y Order every where, eſpecially in his 
Church. He hath given a Meaſure of his Good Spirit to every ng SE he 
would have every Man Governed thereby : And he hath given more of his Goed 
Spirit, and Holy Power to his Church, than to any particular : and he would 
have his Church Governed thereby. Read the Epiſtles of Chriſt to the Churches 
in the Second and Third Chapters of the Revelations, and fee how Government, 
and Care over their Members is expected from them, A Church is a gathering 
in the Name, Power, and Authority of the moſt High; and Chriſt, to whoin 
God gave all Power in Heaven and Earth, is in them, and with them, God 
knows they can do nothing without his Power: and he is Faithful, who hath Ap- 
pointed them to Meet together in his Name, and will not Fail them, How hath 
this 


, — 
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this been Experienced in former Dayes! And, How is this Experienced in thi; 
our Day, Bleſſed be the Name of our God! The Life that Springs in the Church, 
the Light that Shines in the Church, the Power and Preſence of the Lord that i; 
Revealed in his Church, O how Glorious is it ! God hath not Gathered, n-r Pre- 
ſerved a People through ſo many Tryals, nor ſo Exerciſed, and Built th-m up 
in his Pure Fear, Holy Spirit, and Living Truth, to leave them ſo ſuddenly, and 
caſt them off, as ſome Men vainly imagine ; but as the Lord hath thrown down 
that, which ſhall nevcr be Built up more: ſo the Lord hath Built vp that, which 
ſhall never be thrown down more, and brought many of his People to a (cttl:4 
State, in the unchangeable Truth and Power. 


Secondly, It is the great work of Satan, and the great Intereſt of Satan to op- 
poſe the Holy Order and Government of the Spirit of Chrift in his Church. Þr 
is that Power which threw down his Kingdom, and that Power will keep his 
Kingdom down; yea, the more that Authority and Power is eſtib'iſhed in the 
Church, the more he is ſcen through, and his ſtrength and ſubtilty avail nothin 
before the Wiſdom and Power of God, Revealed in his Church. And this we 
bave obſerved and may obſerve in this our day, the judgment of the Church, 
the Life in the Church, the Light that | hath ſtayed with the Church and Holy 
Gathering, while fparticulars ſometimes have been miſtaken, and Erred about the 

ight in themſelves, hath been a ſtay to thoſe that have hearkened to her Voice, 
and a means to help to recover thoſe, who through the ſtrength of the Tempration, 
and their too confident leaning to that wich they took for the Light within, and 
not conſulting with thoſe whom God had Ordained to be an help to the Weak, 
and had a cicarer Eye-ſight, and Underſtanding in the Truth, than themſelves ; 


T fay, the Light that ſtayed hath with the Church, hath been a help to recover 


ſuck, who have miſtaken in judgment, and Erred from the Light in their own 


particulars. 


Thirdly, There is great benefit and ſafety to every particular, in the Holy Order 
and Government, which God hath ordained in his Church. God knoweth it is 
not fit for Believers, or his gathered Ones to be alone; and therefore he hath 
appointed, that by the ſame Power and Spirit which gathered them, they ſhould 
be added to the Church which he hath already gathered. And then they are in 
the place where God takes care of themz where the Lord God appears, where 
the Lord God dwells: For as he dwelt outwardly in the National Church of the 
Few: ; ſo he dwells inwardly in the Spiritual Church, and gathering of Believers, 
There Life is in its Unity and Strength, there Light Shines as in its proper Place. 
There the Shepherd is, who keeps the Sheep from Erring. There the Leading 
Power, the Preſerving Power, the Ordering Power, is dayly Waited for, and Ex4 

jenced in its Brightneſs and Clearneſs. Wo 5s ro 'him that 5s alone + but Bleſ- 

are upon him who is in Unity with God's holy gathered People, and is in 

the Senſe of, and under the Guidance of that Spirit, which is continually preſenc 
with them. And as we have Witnefſed Bleſſings in our Firſt Gathering, as we 
were gathered, and joyned to the Light, Spirit, and Power of the Holy God in 
our own Particulars: ſo we have Witneſſed Bleffings in our Unity with the Life 
in the Body. O how every Motion of Life is felt there! How the Wiſdom 3nd 
Power of God is Revealed there! What help is Adminiſtred to every Member 
there! How the knitting in the Life, and the flowing of the Lite, and holy 
Power from Veſſel ro Veſſel is dayly Experienced there! So that every one is 
quickened with the pure Life, every one ſeaſoned with the pure Salt, every Vir- 
gin anointed with the holy Oyntment, every one leavened with the Leaven which 
unleavens to Sin and Satan, and Leavens to God. Indeed my Soul dayly Blcſſeth 
the Lord, not only that he hath Viſited me, but brought me into the holy living 
Society, and that dayly the Lord vouchſafeth to give me to partake of their Liſe 
and Spirit, in which Life and Spirit, I have Unity with them, and Love them, 
and Honour them, and not out of it. O Praiſes and Everlaſting Honour, and Re- 
nown to the Lord my God, who hath Remembred me with the Favour he bears 
ro 
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to his People, and hath ſo Viſited me with his Salvation, that he bath given me 
to ſce the Good of his Choſen, and cauſed my poor, deſolate, moutnin Soul to 
Rejoyce in the Gladneſs of his Nation, and to Glory. in him with his 7: Rmkg 
Glorious things were ſpoken of the Church undet the Law, a Glorious Power 
and Preſence was with that outward People, under that outward Covenant : bur 
this was but a Shadow of the Glory, that was to be Revealed in the Church of 
the New-Covenant, and of the Preſence and Power of the Living Ged, that was 
to be Manifeſted, and Dwell there. And indeed it is Manifeſted, indeed it doch 
Dwell there, and thoſe that are the Begotten, and Born, and Preſerved by, God's 
Holy Spirit and Power, of the immortal Word of Life, dayly Witneſs ic. © 


Foxrthly, The Glory and Beauty of the New-Teſtament- Church, doth in no ſmall 
degree conſiſt in the holy Order and Government of them as a ſpirityal living Bg- 
dy, by the bleſſed Spirit and Power of the Lord. Abe. 

There were four things wherein the Glory of the Church of the Jews, under the 
firſt Covenant, did much conſiſt, 

The firſt was in the Salvation, wherewith God viſited them, and which he beſtow- 
ed upon them. Happy art thou, O lſracl: Who 5s like unto thee, O. People! ſaved by 
the Lord, the Shield of thy help, and who is the Sword of thine Excellency : and, thing 
Enemies ſhall. be found liars umo thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their High Places, 
Deur. 33. 29. | 

Secondly, In the gifts God beſtowed upon them ; for God, did adorn and beautify 
that People, with the good things which he beſtowed upon them, Ezck, 16. 14. 

Thirdly, In the preſence of the Lord their God in the midſt of 
whoſe preſence was with them, and whoſe dwelling place was among them, and w 
was nigh unto them to enquired of, by them, and to anſwer and ſupply them, wi 
all that they wanted and. called. upon him for, Deut, 4. 7. | 

Fourthly, In the Holy Statutes and Righteous Judgments, which God gave them 
to be Ordered and Governed by, «s his choſen Peoplc, ver. 5, $,and8. © 

Now all theſe -are much more fulfilled in the New-Teftament-Church; for. firſt, 
There is the Salvation why, which this outward Gaioatſon, of this outward 
People, was but: a of... erlalting Arm ol s Power is reve; 
led, in an Inward A ant Wop" O'S. to. deſtroy the Enemics, = 
Mans own Houſe; to redeem from Sara, to cut Rahab, to wound the Dragon 
wardly, and to defend his gathered People from the Inroady of, his ho. þ.. 
from the Subtilty of his Temptations. | 

Secondly, The Lord doth give great Gifts to his Churches, tebleſeth them with 
all Spiritual blefſings in heavenly things in Chriſt, Mark the Diverſity of, gifts, and 
Diverſity of Manifeſtations, which God gave to his Churches in the Apoſtles Dairy, 


1 Cor, 12, 4, &C. | 
Thirdly, hs was Gods. preſence revealed, there Chriſt was in the midſt, when 
ever they were gathered together.in his name. Every Chnrgh (8p well.95.th -q 
the E vs) was built up together an Habitation of, God through the Spirit, Ephe/. 
3. 22, Yea Chriſt was Head over all things to the Church, which is. his Body, the 
fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, Chop. 1. 22,23. Yea were. and are. 
Tewple of the living God, in which God would duel and walk, and be theit Go 
and i »plc, '2 Cor. 6. I | 
pas Hog The holy Order of his own Spirit and. Life, God will not fail to re, 
veal unto them,” that they may walk, in he Spiri 9 By Colpdl, jt e 48 of ge 
i on SOS, CID! ON Capds Spirit a 
Power may ſhine in the midſt of them, and that God may bleſs them as_an Hal ita” 
tion of Judice;and Mountain of, Holineſs, 7er. 21. 23. Fe 
The Church is a Body, every particular ſoul that is renewed, quickened and kept 
alive is a member. Now every member needs the Preſence and Power of that Spj- 
ariſh, keep alive, and order it. And h 
ith it, to guide a 


them, the Ark.of 
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ſiles daics : for the Apoſtles did rejoyce in it concerning that Church of Celofe, who 
joyed beholding their Order, and the ſtedfaſtneſ(s/ of their Faith in Chriit, Colof. 2. 
5. For the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chrilt did ſet things in order in that day, Tr, 
l.$. 1 Cor, 11. 34. and it was their Joy to ſce that Order obſerved, and their 
Grief when any were unruly, and would not be ſubject to the Holy Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church, 1-Thef. 5.. 14. Tit. 1. 10. And the Church of Corinth, 
chouph it fel] ſhort in no gift, yer falling ſhore in orcer, it did not arrive at the Glo- 
ry of ſome other Churches. | 

The ſpiritual Solomon, who is full ofthe Wiſdom of God; O the bleſſed Order and 
holy Government that he brings forth among his Church and People ! How doth 
God cftabliſh Jeruſalom, and make her a praiſe in the Earth; but by the holy Order 
and bleſſed Government of his Spirit, governing her as a Church, as a ſpiritual Bo- 
dy, by his own pure wiſdom, which no other Government or Order can come near ? 
And truly my heart hath been often affeted, and filled with raviſhing Joy, when 
I have beheld the Heavenly and Bleſſed Order and Government, which the Lord God 
of Wiſdom hath already brought forth among us, and guideth us in, to the comfort 
and refreſhment of many, and to the injury and hurt of none, neither without, nor 
within, And indeed, we do not defire any Greatneſs or Authority of man; but on- 
ly of the Lord our God in the midſt of us, and that all men may be but his Ser- 
vants and Miniſters in the Church, and to the Church, for the good of the Church. 
No, no; this is the day of the Lord, of the ſetting up,and of exalting his Power in the 
Church, which the Church waiteth for, and knoweth the appearance of, and cannot 
bear the Exaltation of Man (of Mans Spirit, Wiſdom, Power and Authority) in- 
ſtead of the Lords, Yet, nothing that cometh from the Lord, from his pure Life 
and Spirit in any, mult be rejeted: and if the Lord pleaſe to make uſe of thoſe, 
whom he did make uſe of to gather home to himſelf; I ſay if he hath given them 

ifts, and pleaſe to make uſe of them alſo in building up, and maniſeſting the holy 

rder of his holy Spirit and Power; the Lord muſt not be reſiſted or withſtood there- 
in : but whatever comes from him, mult be received with thankfulneſs, through what 
inſtrument ſoever he pleaſe to convey it. 


ObjeR. But bave I not been taught to be ſubjeft to the Light iv my own heart, and 
to make that my Fudge ; and is not this another, or new or different Dottrine from that, 
now to tell me I muſt ſubjef to the Light of Gods Spirit in his Church? Suppoſe that 
which the Church requires or orders or holds forth, be different from my Light, or be nor 
yet revealed to me, by the Light wherewith God bath Enlightned me : muſt 1 deny the 
Light wherewith God hath Enlightned me, and ſubjett ro the Churches Light ? Or 
muſt I Prattiſe as the Church Orders, before I have Light «nd Faith in my own par- 


ticular ? 


Anſw. 1 ſhall Anſwer this Queſtion, according to the naked and plain ſenſe of 
Truth in my Heart. 

_ Firft, God gives Power to his Church, to perform all that he requires of her as 
a Church, Now the Church is a ſpiritual Body, and is to take care of her members 
to look after them that they mind the Truth, and walk according to Truth, and to 
admoniſh and reprove them, when they do otherwiſe, And every member of the 
Church, ought to hear the- Church, in whatever ſhe ſpeaks unto it from God. 

Secondly, Every member hath need of the Light, Spirit and Power which God 
gives his Church, and reveals in his Church for the good of the Body, and the bene- 
fit and advantage of each Member therein. 

Thirdly, The Light, Spirit and Power in the Church, is never contrary to the Light, 
Spirit and Power in any Member ; but alwaics one with it, and a Cheriſher and Pre 
ſerver of what God begets, and which anſwers his Witneſs in any. The new Feru- 
ſalem, the Church of Gods building in his own Spirit an1 Power, is a City at Uni- 
ty withio it ſelf, The greateſt degree of Light owns, and is at Unity with the leaſt : 
and the leaſt degree of Light, hath a ſenſe of that which is in degree and meaſure 
above it. 

Fourthly, The Light in the weakeſt, which they are at firſt to be turned, and af- 

K terward 
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terwards to be kept to, though there is a ſufficiency in-it for the particular, yet 
they arc not ſo underſtanding and ſenſible of it, as thoſe whoſe ſenſes have been 
long exerciſed in theliving Truth, and are grown in the holy Experience. There- 
fore as the Elders are to be tender of the Younger : ſo the Younger are to reverence 
the Elders in the Lord, and not to light their Teſtimony, Experience or Judgment 
in the Truth, When we were firſt convinced of the Truth, were we not in a great 
degree ignorarit and doubtful concerning the riſings and motions of it in the heart ? 
Which the eye being yet weak, could not clearly diſtinguiſh ; and O how helpful to us 
was the tender care and advice of ſuch, whom had made acquainted with 
thoſe things, and were able to give us true Judgment from him, in ſuch caſcs as 
our weak minds were apt to be entangled about, and could not ſee through ? 

Fifth!y, Great Sobriety is needful in ſuch caſes, whetein men ate too prone to be 
Judging others, eſpecially the Church of God. Every man is to take heed of think- 
ing of himſelf more highly than he ought to think; but to think ſoberly, according 
as God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of Faith, Rom. 12. 3.” © And the young 
men (who have not the experience of the aged, and are moſt apt to' confidence, and 
excurſions) are in a ſpecial manner to be Exhorted to be ſober-minded, Tie. 2. 6. 
Men may eaſily judge that others err; and that they themſelves keep to the Light 
and meaſure of Truth in their own particulars: but it is hard -t6 do it. But they 
that indeed do it, abide in the Humility and Innocency, and Lamb-like'Spirit, which 
would give no offence in any thing, neither to Few nor Genrile, 'ner to the Church 
of God, It it will go fo hard with him that offends one of Chriſt's Little Ones ; how 
will it go with him "that offends his Church, wherein his Glory and Power rifeth 
and is eſtabliſhed ? The Church is not apt to be ſuch an erring Body from the Light, 
Spirit and Power of the Lord Jeſus, as many (who miſtake concerning the Light in 
their own Particulars) are too apt to ſuppole. 

Laſtly, Ever fince the fall of Man, Man hath been ſecretly or more manifeſtly di- 
rected by a Light, or the Prineiple within, to dire& or guide his wayes. To Adam the 
Holy Seed was promiſed, which was not only to appear outwardly /in a body of 
Flcſh, but alſo within in Mans Heart, to bruiſe the Serpents Head there. And 
the Holy Patriarchs had not the letter outwardly, but Gods Spirit inwardly to be 
their Guide and Teacher, which did alfo ſtrive with the wicked: Old World beſorethe 
Flood, The Jews alſo were direQted to the Word nigh in the Mouth and Heart ; 
And by this Word God ſhewed alſo to the Gentiles what was Good, and what the 
Lord required of them: and by this Word ſuch of the Gentiles as hearkened to 
it, felt ſomewhat of the new Creation and of the new Nature, | by which Na- 
ture they did in meaſure Anſwer the Holy Law of God, and do the things con- 
tained in the Law, which by the old, corrupt Nature no Man can do. Allo Chriſt 
Preached the Kingdom, or Seed of the Kingdom within. And the Apoſtles Prea- 
ched the ſame word of F:ith within, which a had teſtified of. 

Yet in none of theſe Difpenſations, was-any Teſtimony from God to be deſpi- 
ſed; but his Voice to be heard in the Prophets, in Chriſt and in the Apoſtles. 
And though Men are blefſedly and gloriouſly turned, and to be turned to the Light 
within, it! theſe our Days; yet they are not thereby taught to neglet or deſpiſe 
the Voice of God, .in any whom he ſends and ſpeaks by, and pretend it is con- 
trary to their Light; but to lye low before the Lord, that in the true Humility and 
Holy Fear, they may know the Voice of the Shepherd, both in their own 
Hearts, and in whomſoever he pleaſeth to ſpeak. For the great, Almighty God is 
not limited, but he may ſpeak in and —_— whom he pleaſeth. He may ſpeak 
to me from the Anointing in my own Heart, andtheholy Anointing may pleaſe to ſpeak 
t> me throvgh others : and fo far as I am God, and ſenſible of his Appearance, I 
cannot deſpiſe the Voice of the Anointing in my own Heart, or through others. 
Yea, truth teacheth that modeſty, temperance, humility, tenderneſs and ſobriety, 
that I dare not deſpiſe the Voice that pretends to the Anointing in any, until I 
have made tryal of it. Yea, John Pennymans Voice and Teſtimony, I durlt not 
Condemn un: il the Lord my God, in the un-erring Light and pure ſpringing Life, 
manifeſted unto me, that it was not of him, but of the transforming Enemy, who 
had bewitched and deccived bim by his ſtrong Deluſions (he forſaking the —_— 
whic 
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which would have been his ſtrength) to receive and believe a Lie, inſtead of the 
Truth. | 

; O Bleſſed be the Lord for the building up ſuch a- Church, and ſpeaking to us 
through his Church! And happy are they that hear her Voice, that ſo keep to 
their own, as to know the Voice of their own in the Church, and are not through 
Temptation prejudiced againſt it. For it is the Lords gathering, and the Lord is 
with it; and the People who have been gathered by the Lord, and are daily 
taught by him keep with him, And though ſome may depart from us, and 
through Errour of judgment teſtify againſt us, yet Truth abides, and the Lords 
People abide with the Truth, and his building goeth on, and the holy Govern- 
ment of his Son encreaſeth in it, and the Lord appears more and more inwardly 
in his Glory, as the hearts of his People are made capable to receive it from him. 
And in all the goings out of any, and Apoſtacies that have been in any, through 
hearkening to a wrong Spirit, they that have heard and reverenced the Voice and Telti- 
mony of the Church, and Gods Choſen and bleſſed Miniſtry, which he hath raif- 
ed among us, have ſtill been preſerved; and they that have gone therefrom, been 
betrayed, And it is my Faith, this Church of Gods gathering ſhall ſtill be preſer- 
ved, and grow in the holy Dominion and Authority of Gods Bleſſed Spirit ; and that 
all her Encmies ſhall be found Liars unto her, and ſhe ſhall tread upon their 
bigh Places, and ſhall grow and proſper the. more, by all Oppoſition z the Ever- 
laiting Arm, and Wiſdom of the Almighty being with Her to preſerve, proſper, 
and bleſs Her; ſo be it, Amen. | 


THE END. 
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